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Abstract

Strengthening character education is the main foundation in form the next generation of the nation with integrity
in Indonesia. Through this process, students are guided to have attitudes and behaviors that reflect values
sublime nation. Objective of character education is to rebuild the identity of citizens based on Pancasila, which
includes mark religiosity, faith, honesty, empathy social, until politeness in interactions. In this context, civics
education (PKn) becomes a strategic medium for instilling character values, as its primary content encompasses
the formation of citizens with a democratic spirit and strong character in accordance with the basic values of
Pancasila. Therefore, PKn learning is an appropriate platform for shaping the morals and character of the
younger generation from an early age. This article aims to theoretically analyze various approaches and
strategies for civics learning oriented toward character formation at the elementary school level. Through a
literature review and library research, several issues are discussed. approach like thematic, value-based learning,
active learning, and integration of local culture as a means of contextualizing values. The findings show that
strategy learning Which interactive and relevant to everyday life, effective in instilling values such as love of the
homeland, responsibility, tolerance, and honesty. This study also give Applicative recommendations for teachers
in designing civics learning that can strengthen students' character.
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Introduction

Education is essentially a conscious and systematic effort to create a conducive learning environment, with the
goal of optimally developing students' potential. In Indonesia, education is directed at instilling values, attitudes,
and personality that align with the principles of Pancasila. In this context, Civics Education (PKn) serves as a
crucial vehicle for realizing this goal education national, specifically in form character good citizens (Suyanto,
2009). Civics plays a strategic role in developing students' potential to become individuals who believe in and fear
god almighty, possess noble character, are physically and mentally healthy, knowledgeable, independent, and
responsible as citizens in the life of the nation and state (Syam, 2011). Amidst the current of globalization that
demands high competitiveness and rapid social change, national education needs to transform to become more
democratic and oriented towards national values (Pertiwi, et al., 2021). Unfortunately, the reality of education in
Indonesia today shows a moral decline among teenagers, which marked with increasing case Juvenile delinquency
and declining awareness of ethics and social values. These problems reflect a moral crisis that needs to be
addressed immediately through a more comprehensive and meaningful educational approach (Hardini, 2015). Thus,
civics is not only tasked with developing students' cognitive aspects, but must also emphasize affective and
psychomotor aspects. This is in line with the paradigm new education citizenship which put forward formation
personality, citizen skills training, and strengthening national and state awareness (Juliardi, 2015).

Condition the show importance transformation learning civics, especially at the elementary school level, as the
main foundation for character formation for the younger generation. Characters such as honesty, responsibility,
tolerant, and love land water need implanted from an early age through contextual and meaningful learning. In its
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implementation, learning civics no only limited on realm formal in the classroom, but must also touch on real
experiences in everyday life. Through observation and active participation in environment social, participant
educate can learn to apply civic values directly in social, national and state life. In line with the Independent
Curriculum, which places the Pancasila student profile as the primary focus of learning, character education is a
key aspect of the educational process in elementary schools. Civics is the most relevant subject in achieving this
goal because it directly teaches moral, social, and cultural values and nationality. Furthermore, teachers, as
educators, also play a central role in shaping students' character. Teachers are not only instructors but also role
models in implementing civic values in everyday life. Therefore, it is necessary to have teachers who are
professional, creative, and able to guide students comprehensively in cognitive, affective, and psychomotor aspects.
According to Haerani, Ismaniar, and Sri Muliati (2024), education is the primary foundation for developing the
quality of the younger generation, capable of facing life's various challenges. A good education can produce
intelligent, competitive, and moral individuals.

Therefore, character education must begin at an early age and be maximized throughout elementary school, a
crucial stage in children's moral and social development. Article 1, point 19 of Law of the Republic of Indonesia
Number 20 of 2003 states that every pathway, level, and type of education must include the subjects of Religious
Education, Indonesian language, and civics. This demonstrates that Civics is an inseparable part of the curriculum.
system education national which aims to form citizens country which intelligent, competent, and characterful strong
in accordance with the values of Pancasila and the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia. However, the
practice of civics learning in the field still faces challenges. Many schools still emphasize solely cognitive aspects
of civics learning, while developing students' values and character has yet to become a primary focus. Therefore,
there is a need for renewed learning strategies that can more deeply engage students' affective and psychomotor
aspects. To address this challenge, synergy between schools, families, and communities is needed to build a
comprehensive and sustainable character education system. Civics learning, designed innovatively and
contextually, will be an effective tool in developing a young generation with integrity, nationalism, and the ability
to contribute positively to national life. Based on this description, this discussion will examine theoretically the
effective civics learning strategies in form character nation in level elementary schools. It is hoped that the results
of this study can contribute to the development of learning models that not only prioritize knowledge but also shape
student attitudes and behaviors based on national values.

Education Citizenship (PKn)

Civics Education is one of the important subjects in the national education system, aiming to shape students
into intelligent, character-based, and responsible citizens. According to Law of the Republic of Indonesia Number
20 of 2003 concerning the national education system, civics education aims to shape students into people who
believe in and fear god almighty, have noble morals, and possess a sense of nationalism and love for their
homeland. Conceptually, PKn encompasses cognitive (civic knowledge), affective (values and attitudes), and
psychomotor (real actions as citizens) aspects. Somantri (2001) emphasized that PKn is not merely teaching
political and legal knowledge, but also about internalizing the values of democracy, human rights, social justice,
and individual responsibility in national and state life. In the context of elementary education, Civics serves as an
initial platform for introducing students to national norms, rules, and values that will serve as guidelines for their
social lives. Therefore, civics instruction in elementary schools must not only be informative but also
transformative, participatory, and applicable.

National Character

National character is a set of values moral, ethics, and culture which become the identity of a nation and is
reflected in the attitudes, behavior, and actions of its citizens. Character education in in essence aim form man
Which integrity, honest, responsible, caring for others, and upholding the values of justice, hard work, and
tolerance (Lickona, 1991). In Presidential Regulation Number 87 of 2017 concerning Strengthening Character
Education (PPK), it is stated that character is the result of internalizing the noble values of culture and Pancasila
into individual behavior. In between values main character the nation that is to be formed through education is
religiosity, nationalism, independence, integrity, and mutual cooperation. At the elementary school level, national
character building is carried out through habituation, role modeling, and the integration of character values into the
learning process. Learning that prioritizes these values will shape students into citizens who are not only
intellectually intelligent but also morally and socially mature.

Civics Learning Strategies in Elementary Schools
A learning strategy is a comprehensive plan that encompasses approaches, methods, and techniques to
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effectively achieve learning objectives. In the context of civics, learning strategies must be contextual, student-
centered, and encourage active engagement in the learning process. According to Joyce, Weil, and Calhoun (2011),
effective learning strategies in character education include: (1) Cooperative learning strategies: such as group
discussions, role playing, and case studies, which encourage social interaction and empathy (2) Contextual learning
strategies: which link material to real life so that students are able to understand the meaning of citizenship values
in the context of their daily lives (3) Project-based learning strategies: which enable students to complete problem
real and apply values character in direct activities. In elementary schools, teachers play a central role in selecting
strategies appropriate to the level of cognitive and social development of students. Civics learning does not can be
done monotonously and by rote, but must involve emotional and moral elements, through stories, simulations,
games, and direct practice in the school environment. and society.

The Role of Teachers in Character Formation

Teachers are not only teachers, but also educators (educator), mentor, and role model. In the context of
character education, teachers must be able to internalize character values in everyday school life. Teachers who
demonstrate honesty, discipline, fairness, and caring attitudes will indirectly shape students' character through
identification and imitation. Bandura (1977) in his social learning theory states that children Study From
observational learning, the teacher's role as a behavioral model becomes crucial. Therefore, civics teachers are
required to possess high integrity and a deep understanding of national values and morality. Furthermore, teachers
must be able to create an inclusive, open, and democratic learning environment so that students feel valued and
encouraged to express their opinions and participate actively. Healthy interactions between teachers and students
will foster positive emotional bonds and support the internalization of character values.

Civic Values

The curriculum serves as the basic guideline for implementing learning in schools. The Independent
Curriculum, which is being gradually implemented in Indonesia, emphasizes the Pancasila-based student profile,
encompassing six main dimensions: (1) Believe and pious to lord almighty god, and morals glorious; (2) Global
diversity; (3) Mutual cooperation mutual cooperation; (4) Independent; (5) Critical reasoning; and (6) Creative.
These dimensions are a reflection of the national character that is expected to grow within us. every participant
educate. Civics become wrong one eye lesson which has a direct impact on achieving the pancasila student profile.
Furthermore, the independent curriculum provides teachers with the flexibility to design project-based and
integrative learning across subjects, which is highly suitable for instilling character values. Integrating civics
content with thematic activities, social practices, and environmental exploration can provide meaningful and
enjoyable learning experiences for elementary school students.

Research Methodology

This research uses a literature study approach, or library research. This approach is carried out by examining
and reviewing various scientific sources such as journals, scientific articles, theses, and other relevant documents
related to the topic of Civic Education, particularly in the context of character formation. character participant
educated at elementary school level. This type of research is descriptive, meaning it aims to describe, explain, and
interpret a phenomenon based on data obtained from various literature sources. The goal is to gain a deep
understanding of the implementation of civics learning as a means of instilling character values in elementary
school students. This literature study method involves activities such as collecting data. from library materials,
critical reading, recording information important, and manage reference as a foundation for developing a
framework for thinking and theories underlying the research. Literature studies are not only used to enrich
information but also serve as a basis for developing hypotheses or tentative conclusions related to the topic being
studied. With this approach, researchers can analyze and organize various sources that are relevant to the research
theme, so that they are able to build systematic and in-depth scientific arguments regarding how citizenship
education contributes to the process of forming national character from an early age early.

Result & Discussion
Civics is a subject that must be taught at all levels. education, start from education base until college tall.
As part the main thing in character education, PKn is often considered not enough important, because material the
content within it is more directed towards memorization and has not fully functioned as the primary means for
instilling character values. In fact, Civics contains two very important character values: core character values and
primary character values. Core character values aim to shape students who are religious, honest, intelligent,
resilient, democratic, and caring. Meanwhile, primary character values aim to produce students who are
nationalistic, comply with social rules, respect diversity, and are aware of rights and obligations, responsibility,
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and the ability to think logically, critically, creatively, innovatively, and independently (Juliardi, 2015). According
to Puspa Dianti, Civics is a subject rich in character values. Therefore, character education in Indonesia should be
well implemented, as every level of education must have a civics subject. Law No. 20 of 2003 concerning the
National Education System explains that civics, based on Pancasila and the 1945 Constitution, functions to develop
abilities and shape the character and civilization of a dignified nation, with the aim of enlightening the nation's life.
This education also aims to develop the potential of students to become individuals who believe in and fear God
Almighty, have noble character, are healthy, knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent, and become
democratic and responsible citizens.

Thus, it can be said that civic education has a role Which very important in implementation education
character And moral child nation. This also demonstrates that character education can be realized through civics
learning in the classroom. Of course, the role of teachers is vital in teaching innovation. so that learning Civics is
more effective in instilling character values. Civics in principle prepares young generation with sufficient
provisions for social life, which includes the ability to think critically, be responsible, and have democratic
attitudes and actions, all of which contribute to the formation of national character. Education citizenship own
multiple goals important, among others:

1. Forming responsible participatory skills in political and community life, both at the national, local, global

and regional levels.

2. To become good citizens who can maintain the unity and integrity of the nation to achieve a strong,
prosperous and democratic Indonesia.

To create students who think comprehensively, critically, analytically and act democratically.

4. Developing democratic traditions, such as freedom, equality, tolerance, independence, self-restraint, and

participation in community political activities.

5. To shape students into good and responsible citizens by instilling moral values and social skills so that
they can understand and resolve current citizenship issues, such as differences of opinion, tolerance,
respect for plurality, legal awareness, upholding human rights (HAM), as well as develop democratization
and value wisdom local.

Civics is a key sector in character formation. The goal of character formation is implemented in civics learning
through the integration of educational values character. Integration this involving component knowledge,
awareness, will, and actions in implementing character values. Civics, as the leading sector of character education,
is crucial in shaping students' character. This is in accordance with Article 3 of the Law on the National Education
System, which states: that education aim for develop ability and form character as well as a dignified national
civilization, and to enlighten the life of the nation. According to Suyanto (2011), character is a way of thinking and
behaving that is a distinctive characteristic. every individual in interact with family, public, nation, and country. As
also expressed by Hasanah (2012), character nation built from values ethics core which sourced from
religion, philosophy country, and culture the nation's many and diverse cultural values contain noble values that
can become social capital in building the nation's civilization. Budimansyah (2008) explains that civic character
consists of private character. And public, such as: becoming an independent society, fulfilling personal
responsibilities, respecting human dignity, participating in civic affairs wisely, and developing a healthy
constitutional democracy. Students' character is heavily influenced by the currents of globalization, so character
development is essential to protect them from these negative influences. Civics education aims to develop the
character of good citizens, in accordance with prevailing Indonesian values. Pancasila, as the state ideology, serves
as the foundation for the Civics program, which aims to build student character. Which in accordance with existing
rules.

Civic education in elementary schools is very relevant because it is directly related to everyday life which will
guide students to become individuals with character and prepared to become responsible citizens. Civics education
in elementary schools must align with Indonesia's national education goals, enabling students to bring about
positive change in the future, in accordance with applicable laws (Asyari & Dewi, 2021). As a democratic country,
Indonesia requires every citizen to understand their role in social life, nation, And state through civic education.
Civic education teaches the values of nationality, human rights, democracy, and civic life. In school, students learn
to adapt to social rules and develop appropriate social behavior. good, which will help them socialize with the
wider community. Civic education also aims to shape students' character with strong moral values so they can play
an active role in social and political life. Civics education in elementary schools must integrate social, religious,
and moral values to shape students' character. Civics education plays a crucial role in shaping positive personalities,
which ultimately shape a strong national character. This aligns with the goal of producing a young generation
capable of advancing and developing Indonesia. Discussions about character are very important and fundamental in
the lives of individuals and society. Character is not only formed through process long, but also a vital element that
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influences a person's future life. Furthermore, the character possessed by an individual also has a major impact on
the group in which he or she is associated. they is at, good that group small like family, until group big like
public, nation, even country (Dianti, 2014). Gathering The character of individuals in a country determines
the nation's well-being. A strong and positive character will guide the nation's life, ensuring stability and direction.

Therefore, if citizens possess positive character, the country's future will likely be brighter. However, the
moral development of children in Indonesia currently shows significant shortcomings. Children from both lower
and upper classes often display a lack of concern for their country. Therefore, elementary school education is
crucial as a foundation for developing a quality national character (Pertiwi et al., 2021). Civics Education (PKn) is
expected to improve children's morals through self-awareness. Of course, parents and the government also need to
play an active role in supporting this change. Character issues also emerge in nearly every aspect of life, from the
family environment and schools to the general public. In fact, bad behavior is often seen in government officials
who should be role models. The mass media frequently reports crimes committed by citizens, both minor and
serious. And difficult For tolerated. Solution to This character issue has actually been discussed a lot, and education
still become method Which most effective and efficient in forming the character of the younger generation (Syam,
2011). As part of national development, national character is a primary focus in all development efforts. The
government introduced a master plan for character education in 2010, outlining the character values students need
to possess and strategies for implementing them. This master plan identified four pillars as the primary vehicle for
instilling character values in students: integrated teaching and learning activities within each subject, school
culture, co-curricular and extracurricular activities, and daily activities at home and in the community. Classroom
learning in every subject, especially Civics, must integrate character values into planning, implementation, and
evaluation. This is crucial because Civics serves as a key component of character education. This significant
responsibility rests on every learning activity, which must be aligned with the goals of student character
development (Pertiwi et al., 2021).

Darmadi (2010) stated that the morals that are expected to be realized in daily life include behavior that
reflects faith and piety, just and civilized behavior, and behavior that supports national unity in a diverse society.
Furthermore, character education must be able to foster a people-oriented attitude that prioritizes interest together
as well as support efforts for social justice for all Indonesian people. However, in reality, current civics education
focuses more on achieving cognitive or knowledge goals. The affective aspect, which relates to the formation of
attitudes and character, is often neglected. Suwarma (in Budimansyah, 2012) emphasized that weaknesses in civics
learning include various factors, such as: orientation which too strong on results, lack of emphasis on process, as
well as position student which more passive in accept lesson. By because that, required improvements in
planning, implementation, and evaluation learning civics for internalize character values more effectively.
The subject of civics is actually one of the eye lesson Which rich will be character values. Civics must be
implemented with integration values character in each topic presented. This aims to not only achieve knowledge-
based outcomes but also shape students into individuals with good character. However, in reality, many consider
civics lessons less important, limited to memorizing material, without fully fulfilling its role in character
development. In general, the aim of civic education is to develop the potential of individual citizens who have
insight, disposition, and intellectual and social skills. Which enough for participate in a way intelligent and
responsible answer in social, national, and state life. Civics education also has a function to form intelligent, skilled,
and characterful citizens who are loyal to Pancasila and the Indonesian state.

Building national character through character education in schools, including in civics subjects, very much
important For prepare time front nation Therefore, character education must be provided early, starting from the
family, and then reinforced through formal education. in schools, especially at the elementary school level. The
success of character education in elementary school can have long-term impacts, as at this age, children begin to
recognize good and bad values and learn to develop appropriate behavior. Character consists of three main
interrelated aspects: moral knowing, moral feeling, and moral behavior. Character education is more than just
education moral which teach where which right and wrong. Character education aims to instill good habits in
everyday life so that participant educate own awareness and understanding which high and commitment to
implementing good values. Implementing character education values in civics learning can be done through clear
stages. Siska et al. (2018) suggest several stages in implementing character values, starting from planning,
implementation, and evaluation. In planning, the implementation of character values is included in the syllabus and
lesson plans with learning indicators that cover aspects of character. During implementation, various learning
strategies such as lectures, discussions, and or simulation can used to convey character values to students. Finally,
an evaluation is conducted to observe the development of students' attitudes in internalizing the character values
that have been taught.
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Conclusion

Civics Education (PKn) plays a crucial role in shaping national character by instilling moral and ethical values
from an early age, particularly at the elementary level. Although the goal of PKn is to produce citizens who are
intelligent, skilled, and characterful, moment this learning civics tend more focus in cognitive aspects and lacking in
character formation. Therefore, improvements are needed in learning methods to place more emphasis on
developing good attitudes and behavior. Education character must integrated in every aspect learning, It
involves various strategies that encourage students to be active and directly understand these values. Thus, through
civics, it is hoped that students will grow into individuals who not only understand their rights and obligations as
citizens but also possess strong character and can contribute positively to the nation's futurewith
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