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Abstract 

Civics Education (PKn) plays a crucial role in shaping students' social morality through character values. This 
literature review aims to instill values such as honesty, responsibility, tolerance, and social awareness. This study 
uses a literature review approach to examine the implementation of Civics development strategies that focus on 
participatory learning, contextual approaches, and the instillation of moral values through real-life experiences. 
The literature review analysis shows that a character-based approach can increase students' social awareness, 
strengthen relationships between students, and reduce negative behavior. This strategy also involves 
collaboration between teachers, parents, and the community to create an environment that supports moral 
education. Thus, character-based education in Civics can be a solution to strengthen social morality among 
students, preparing them to become responsible and highly ethical citizens. 
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Introduction 

Character-based civics education is an important approach to improving students' social morality. In the 
Indonesian context, where moral degradation among the younger generation is an increasingly pressing issue, this 
educational development strategy is highly relevant. This introduction will discuss the importance of character-
based civics education and how it can contribute to shaping students' social morality. (Stalana, 2020).The moral 
degradation in Indonesia, which includes issues such as a lack of honesty, justice, and ethics, highlights the need to 
instill moral values from an early age. Civic education serves not only to provide knowledge about the rights and 
obligations of citizens but also to shape students' character, fostering good and responsible behavior. This is crucial 
because good character will be reflected in their daily social actions. (Deti & Lestari, 2021) The Objectives of 
Character-Based Civic Education Character-based civic education aims to: (1) Building Social Awareness Students 
are taught to understand their role in society and the importance of making a positive contribution to the 
surrounding environment (2) Instilling Moral Values: Through this education, students are expected to internalize 
moral values such as honesty, tolerance, and a sense of responsibility (3) Developing Social Skills Students are 
trained to interact well with others, respect differences, and work together in groups. Teachers play a crucial role in 
implementing character-based civics education. They not only deliver material but also serve as role models for 
students. By fostering positive behaviors, such as discipline and social awareness, teachers can help students 
develop strong morals. Furthermore, the family and community environment also significantly influence students' 
character development. Collaboration between schools, parents, and the community is necessary to create an 
educational ecosystem that supports character development (Fitriasari, 2017). A strategy for developing character-
based civic education is a crucial step in improving students' social morality. By instilling moral values from an 
early age through planned and collaborative education between schools, families, and the community, it is hoped 
that future generations will develop strong character and be able to contribute positively to the nation. This effort 
will not only address the current problem of moral degradation but also build a solid foundation for the nation's 
future (Dewi Rizka Maulida Rambe et al., 2024). 
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Civics education plays a crucial role in shaping students' character and morality. In an era of globalization 
marked by rapid social change, the challenges facing the younger generation are increasingly complex. Civics 
education serves not only as an introduction to the rights and obligations of citizens but also plays a role in 
developing attitudes and behaviors that reflect moral and ethical values. Therefore, a character-based civics 
education development strategy is needed to enhance students' social morality. This strategy aims to integrate 
character values into every aspect of civics education, so that students not only understand the theory but are also 
able to apply these values in their daily lives. With this approach, it is hoped that students will develop a strong 
sense of mutual respect, empathy, and social responsibility. The implementation of character-based civics 
education is expected to produce a young generation that is not only academically intelligent but also possesses 
strong integrity and morality, enabling them to contribute positively to society and the nation. Through this 
introduction, the author will further explain the importance of character-based civic education, the various 
challenges faced, and strategies that can be implemented to improve students' social morality. Thus, it is hoped that 
readers can understand the urgency and relevance of this topic in the context of today's education (Febrianti & 
Dewi, 2021). Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in studying strategies for developing 
character-based civic education to improve students' social morality, using a literature review method to analyze 
the theoretical framework and research findings. This study aims to first examine strategies for developing 
character-based civic education to improve students' social morality . 
 
Research Methodology 

This research is a study using the library study method or literature review. Literature review is a 
comprehensive overview of research that has been conducted on a particular topic, aimed at providing readers with 
an understanding of what is and is not known about the topic, as well as identifying a rational basis for existing 
research or future research ideas (Snyder, 2019) this study aims to identify strategies for developing character-
based citizenship education to improve student morality. Literature studies can be obtained from various sources, 
including journals, books, documents, and online libraries. The research objects in this literature review method 
include articles, books, journals, and other academic sources that focus on strategies for developing character-based 
citizenship education to improve students' social morality. 

 
Result & Discussion 

Based on the results of the literature review of documents and documents that have been published in journals, 
the following conclusions can be drawn:  

1. Development of Character-Based Civics Teaching Materials Using Moral Education Models for Junior 
High School Students in Saramarinda City: The need to build national character has become increasingly 
urgent in recent years. This is due to the recent emergence of adolescents who are tending to erode the 
meaning of noble values and violate norms and morals in society, which are increasingly showing signs of 
degradation. Likewise, the strong current of globalization also has the potential to erode national identity. 
The basic values of life that exist within society are starting to waver and are gradually disappearing. The 
low quality of education is also caused not only by a lack of academic ability, but also by a lack of moral 
awareness. The portion of learning that has occurred in the classroom has been cramming rote information 
and does not touch on the formation of students' character and character. Strategy for Developing Students'  

2. Moral Intelligence in Islamic Boarding Schools: Currently, the Indonesian nation is experiencing a 
problem of moral degradation. This problem of moral degradation is always a never-ending topic of 
discussion, such as motorcycle gangs, brawls between students, violence, and other negative things. The 
existence of motorcycle gangs in various regions is very disturbing to the surrounding environment, as are 
brawls between students that endanger themselves and often result in victims. Even recently, the public 
was shocked by the occurrence of cases of student violence that killed their own peers. 

3. Character Building of Students in Pancasila and Citizenship Education Learning Based on Local Culture 
Through the management of PPKn learning, students can explore Pancasila and Citizenship Education in a 
dynamic and interactive forum. The material in PPKn learning can be considered substantial because it 
provides moral instillation to students from an early age. Teachers play a crucial role in instilling moral 
values, fostering morality, and developing students' sense of independence. Likewise, learning innovation 
depends on the thoughts and actions of teachers 

The strategy for developing character-based civic education to improve students' social morality involves an 
integrated and holistic approach. First, it is important to integrate character values such as honesty, integrity, 
mutual cooperation, nationalism, and independence into the civic education curriculum. By including these values 
in the syllabus and Lesson Plan (RPP), students can understand and internalize the importance of character in 
everyday life. Furthermore, an active, creative, effective, and enjoyable learning approach must be implemented to 
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make the learning process more engaging and facilitate students' understanding of these values (Dewi et al., 2020). 
The teacher's role as a role model is also crucial in this strategy. Teachers are not only responsible for delivering 
material but also for demonstrating behavior that reflects the character values they wish to instill in students. By 
setting a good example, teachers can inspire students to emulate these positive attitudes. Furthermore, students' 
active participation in the learning process should be encouraged through discussions, group projects, and other 
activities that enable them to contribute significantly. This not only increases student engagement but also 
strengthens their understanding of social responsibility. A supportive learning environment also plays a crucial role 
in student character development. Schools must create a conducive learning environment by providing adequate 
facilities and support from teaching staff. Regular monitoring and evaluation of the learning process is essential to 
identify areas for improvement and provide constructive feedback to students. This helps teachers understand the 
extent to which students are applying character values in their daily lives. 

Finally, collaboration between schools, parents, and the community is essential to comprehensively instill 
character values in students. Activities involving the entire community can reinforce the moral and social messages 
being conveyed. By consistently implementing these strategies, it is hoped that character-based citizenship 
education can successfully improve students' social morality and shape a young generation that is responsible and 
cares about their social environment (Kewarganegaraan et al, 2019). The strategy for developing character-based 
citizenship education to improve students' social morality can be carried out through several integrated and holistic 
steps. The following are several strategies that can be implemented (Dewi et al., 2020) 

1. Integration of Character Values in the Curriculum. 
Character values such as honesty, integrity, mutual cooperation, nationalism, and independence must be 
integrated into the civics curriculum. This can be achieved by including character values in the syllabus and 
lesson plans (RPP). 

2. Implementation of Active, Creative, Effective, and Enjoyable Learning Approaches. 
Civic education must be delivered using an active, creative, effective, and enjoyable learning approach. This 
helps students more easily understand and internalize character values. 

3. The Role of Teachers as Role Models 
Teachers play a crucial role in instilling character values. They must serve as role models for students by 
displaying good behavior and teaching character values through real-life examples. 

4. Active Student Participation 
Students must be empowered to actively participate in the learning process. This can be done through 
discussions, projects, and other activities that allow them to contribute significantly. 

5. Supportive Learning Environment 
A supportive learning environment is also very important. Schools must create a conducive atmosphere for 
students to learn and develop optimally. This includes adequate facilities and support from school staff . 

6. Collaboration Between Schools, Parents, and Community. 
Collaboration between schools, parents, and the community is crucial. All parties must contribute to 
instilling character values in students. This can be achieved through activities involving the entire 
community (Dewi et al., 2020). 

By implementing the strategies above, it is hoped that character-based citizenship education can successfully 
improve social morality (Rıfa, 2017). The strategy for developing character-based civic education aims to improve 
students' social morality by integrating moral values into the learning process. This strategy is designed to build 
ethical, responsible, and responsible student character, capable of fulfilling their roles as good citizens (Efifani 
Krismitha Saroro, 2022). This approach encompasses several important aspects, such as participatory learning, 
where students are actively involved in discussions, group work, and activities that promote social awareness and a 
sense of shared responsibility. Furthermore, a contextual approach is used to relate lessons to real-life situations, 
enabling students to understand the relevance of moral values in everyday life. (Narimo et al., 2019) The 
instillation of values such as honesty, tolerance, and social concern is carried out through real experiences that can 
strengthen students' understanding and practice. This strategy also involves collaboration between teachers, 
parents, and the community, creating an environment that supports students' moral and ethical growth holistically 
(Bukoting, 2023). The implementation of this strategy has shown positive results, such as increased social 
awareness, strengthened relationships between students, and decreased negative behavior. Character-based civic 
education not only helps students understand their role as responsible members of society but also prepares them to 
face social challenges with a highly ethical attitude. Thus, this approach can be an effective solution for building a 
generation with morals and integrity, ready to contribute to a better society (Bagında, 2018). The strategy for 
developing character-based citizenship education is designed to instill moral values that are essential for shaping 
students' social behavior. The primary goal of this strategy is to help students develop a deeper understanding of 
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citizenship that is not only knowledge-based but also reflects strong ethics, responsibility, and social commitment. 
(Winataputra, 2015) 

1. Key Components of Strategy: 
Participatory Learning: In this strategy, participatory learning plays a crucial role. Students are encouraged to 
actively participate in class discussions, group activities, and simulations relevant to their social lives. This 
active involvement allows students to learn through direct experience, develop communication skills, and 
understand others' perspectives. This process also encourages them to think critically and take responsibility 
for their decisions. 

2. Contextual Approach:  
This strategy links learning to situations close to and relevant to students' lives, such as ongoing social 
events, local issues, or challenges facing their communities. With this approach, students can connect moral 
values such as honesty, tolerance, and responsibility to real-life experiences. For example, students can be 
invited to analyze situations in society that require empathy and cooperation, which helps them understand 
the importance of ethical behavior in everyday life. 

3. Instilling Values Through Real-Life Experiences:  
This strategy also includes providing opportunities for students to engage in activities that promote social 
values, such as social activities, community service projects, and environmental initiatives. By engaging in 
these activities, students not only learn theoretically but also practice moral values in real-life situations, 
strengthening their understanding of the positive impact of ethical behavior. 

4. Collaboration Between Teachers, Parents, and the Community 
A character-based citizenship education strategy cannot be effective without the involvement of various 
parties. Teachers play a key role as facilitators, guiding students in understanding and applying moral values. 
Furthermore, parents and the community play a role in creating a supportive environment for character 
education. Parents can reinforce moral lessons at home, while the community can provide platforms for 
students to practice what they learn, such as through volunteer or community programs. 

5. Positive Impact of Strategy 
Implementing this strategy has had a significant impact on students' social and moral development. Some of 
the observed benefits include: 
a. Increased Social Awareness: Students become more aware of the importance of their role in society, 

develop a sense of empathy, and understand the needs of others. Strengthening Relationships Between 
Students: Collaborative activities and discussions help strengthen social relationships among students, 
reduce conflict, and encourage better cooperation.  

b. Reduction of Negative Behavior: By instilling moral values, there is a decrease in negative behaviors 
such as bullying, intolerance, and social indifference. Students are more likely to demonstrate mutual 
respect and practice good etiquette. 

6. Solutions for the Future 
By instilling strong moral values through character-based civics education, students are prepared to become 
responsible citizens and contribute positively to society. This strategy builds a generation that is not only 
academically intelligent but also possesses social sensitivity and a strong moral commitment. This education 
serves as an essential foundation for building a more harmonious society, where ethical values and virtue are 
integral parts of everyday life. Ultimately, this strategy serves as a long-term effort to build strong social 
morality, which benefits not only individuals but also the community as a whole. With synergy between 
education, family, and society, character-based civic education can lay a solid foundation for a brighter 
future. 

 
Conclusion 

The conclusion of this literature review method of character-based citizenship education development strategy 
to improve students' social morality is that this approach is effective in forming ethical and responsible student 
characters. By instilling values such as honesty, responsibility, tolerance, and social awareness through 
participatory and contextual learning methods, students become more aware of the importance of positive social 
relationships and their contributions in society. Collaboration between teachers, parents, and the community 
strengthens the implementation of this strategy, creating a conducive environment for moral education. Thus, 
character-based civic education becomes an important solution in building strong social morality among students, 
preparing them to become citizens with high morals and integrity. 
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