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Abstract 

Civic Education (PKn) has a strategic role in shaping character, national identity, and awareness of nation and 

state from an early age. This study aims to examine the concept of civic education at the elementary school level 

from a theoretical perspective. The discussion focuses on the philosophical, legal, and pedagogical foundations 

behind the implementation of Civics in elementary schools. Using literary studies as the main method, this study 

highlights the importance of integrating democratic values, human rights, social responsibility, and love of the 

homeland in the basic curriculum. The results of the study indicate that education in elementary schools is not 

just about conveying knowledge, but must be a process of forming the character of active, critical, and 

responsible citizens. This study recommends strengthening the contextual and participatory approach in Civics 

learning to increase its effectiveness in forming good citizens from an early age. 
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Introduction 

Citizenship Education ( PKn ) has a very important role in the learning process, both in the environment 

formal and informal education. This proven with his position as eye lesson must in curriculum national. PKn taught 

in all level education, starting from school elementary, intermediate first, middle up to college high. Although 

content the material relatively similar in every level, there are adjustment and deepening in accordance level. This 

education crucial taught since early because aim for form character and personality citizens in line with Pancasila 

values. Civics alone already there is since the reign of President Soekarno, circa 1901 to 1970. According to Edi 

Rohani (2019), in Pancasila and Citizenship Education book, terms for civics had time experienced several times 

change. In 1968 it was known as Citizenship Education, then changed became Pancasila Moral Education (PMP) in 

1975. In 1994, its name changed became Pancasila and Citizenship Education, and since back in 2000 become 

Citizenship Education. In a way essential, civics is a learning process that originates from from Pancasila values as 

identity nation. This education aims for Indonesian society to have awareness nationalism as well as form character 

that reflects the values of Pancasila. Minto Rahayu in his book on Citizenship Education state that objective main 

civics is equip citizens to be able to weave relations based on Pancasila, both with the state and fellow. In a way 

etymologically , the term " Citizenship Education " consists of from two main words , namely " education " which 

refers to efforts conscious and planned in the learning process, and related “ citizenship ”. with citizen status, law, 

and politics. From the aspect juridical, basis law Civics listed in the 1945 Constitution and the values of Pancasila, 

as well as supported by various regulation government, including MPR Decrees and Regional Regulations, which 

are mutually reinforcing strengthen One each other.  

The goal is for instill a sense of love homeland and spirit nationality (Abdul & Sapriya , 2011). From the 

perspective of terminology, civics is education based on principles democracy political and enriched with source 

knowledge others. Suryadi & Somardi (1999) explain that education. This designed for practice ability think 
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critical, attitude analytical, as well as act in a way democratic based on the values of Pancasila and the 1945 

Constitution. Teaching Citizenship Education capable involving student in a way active and treat they in a way 

humane, because during and after the learning process, students need given room for work the same in complete 

the learning process that expands outlook they. This includes ability for understand method get knowledge, 

building skills practical, learning undergo life, and understand method life as citizens. Learning based community 

play a role as cycle education that fosters willingness and capacity positive for create innovation, which reflects 

personality nation with based on values social typical Indonesian. In context development national and formation 

character, Civic Education own a very important role. This education is, in essence, a form learning designed 

characters in a way effective and profound. Therefore that, the implementation no can separated from system 

policy supportive public development national and strengthening character nation. Re-implementation moral 

education and formation character in schools become signal that during it's Citizenship Education, which also 

works as moral education, assessed not yet succeed in create individuals with character and morals in accordance 

with the purpose. Such as delivered by Indra Kurniawan (2013), education good character own consistent meaning 

with education character, namely form personal children to become good human being, citizen society, and 

responsible citizens answer, and capable face moral crisis and contribute in coaching generation young. In addition, 

the Minister of National Education also emphasized importance education character since level school basic, 

because if character no formed since age early, will difficult for change it later day.  

Based on statements said, can concluded that implementation education character in every learning process is 

very important. This education considered capable form participant students who do not only intelligent, but also 

well-mannered character and have polite polite, so that they become meaningful individuals good for himself alone 

and for public wide. Formation character and morals at age early is foundation main for ensure the future nation. 

This character and moral education taught through eye Citizenship Education (PKn) lessons that are taking place 

since level school basic. PKn hold role important in form attitude tolerance, values democracy, and good morals 

among participants educate, because is part from moral education is mandatory in every level education. In context 

state development and formation character, education citizenship own role strategic, good from aspect position, 

capacity, and its function. Community schooling is basically is form education designed characters in a way 

systematic and in-depth. Therefore that, education this no can separated from structure system government in effort 

development nation and character its citizens. However, the implementation education character at school no will 

succeed if the teacher does not integrate values character in the learning process. Implementation values character 

no can done in a way carelessly, but rather need careful planning, including in compilation materials and methods 

appropriate learning. Teachers are expected capable implement and align education characters in the environment 

school. Unfortunately, it is still there are teachers who experience difficulty in insert education character in the 

learning process teaching, even though government has lots stage training. This is become challenges that must be 

overcome, because the teacher has role central in form personality student. 
 

Research Methodology 

This study use method studies library or study literature, which means study to various relevant theories with 

problems being researched. Literature study is part important in the research process, especially in realm academic, 

because aim develop benefit in a way theoretical and practical. Research literature is method that collects data 

through review books, documents, notes, and related reports with effort solution problem. With reading and 

studying appropriate literature with topic research, researcher can more easy find solution to the problem being 

studied. 

 

Result & Discussion 

Civics Education in Elementary Schools 

Citizenship Education ( PKn ) subjects at the elementary level school base referring to the Minister of National 

Education Regulation No. 22 of 2006, which states that civics aim form citizens who understand as well as capable 

operate rights and obligations as intelligent, talented and personable Indonesian citizens in accordance with the 

values of Pancasila and the 1945 Constitution. In essence, students at school base must capable think logical and 

rational since early, participate in a way active and responsible answer in life socialize, have empathy, as well as 

capable form personality in accordance character Indonesian nation. They are also expected capable weave 

connection with other nations and take advantage of development technology in a way wise. Civics own mission 

for form individuals who have quality, ethics, and moral standards in general comprehensive. The purpose of civics 

is form inhabitant productive, conscious society will right as well as his obligations, and ready run it. In the guide 
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teaching 2006 curriculum, Civics occupy special position compared to eye another lesson because emphasize moral 

and emotional aspects, without ignore perspective others. Because of this that, PKn is very close relation with 

education character, because both of them own aligned goals in form ethics and personality student. Education in 

Indonesia has role important in form students to become citizens who have commitment strong for guard the 

integrity of the Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia (NKRI). NKRI is the form of the modern state that was 

built on base Spirit patriotism, as well as determination together in safeguarding the future nation, even though its 

population own differences in religion, race, identity and background behind. Loyalty to the values of Pancasila 

and the 1945 Constitution and Spirit patriotism must Keep going instilled and socialized so that the community 

understand the importance of the Republic of Indonesia. With various consideration, Indonesia has set as a 

sovereign unitary state, upholds tall divine values, justice social, unity and democracy based on deliberation, and 

value right basic every its citizens. front, system government democracy in Indonesia is expected the more Good 

Because capable ensure people's rights and strengthen life nation and state. Values democracy need turned on in 

life everyday, good in family, school, community, government, and non- governmental organizations. Democracy 

will develop if a just society participate as well as in the process, no only enjoy rights, but also carry out obligation 

together for a better future good. 

With thus, education own role central in prepare responsible citizens answer and be ready safeguarding the 

Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia. One of the method is through civic education learning that provides 

student with ability become conscious citizens will rights and obligations. The role of the family, figures society, 

media, and institutions others are also very important in support effort education this. Civics Education emphasizes 

the formation of character from various background religious, social, linguistic, age and ethnic backgrounds, to 

form intelligent, competent citizens who are based on the values of Pancasila and the 1945 Constitution. According 

to Puspa Dianti, the eyes Citizenship Education lesson is one of the a lesson full of with moral and ethical values 

character. Because of that that, education characters in Indonesia should be implemented optimally, because eye 

lesson this must there is in every level education. This is also emphasized in Constitution Number 20 of 2003 

concerning national education system, which states that education citizenship, based on Pancasila and the 1945 

Constitution, has role important in form personal tough, characterful, and civilized students for the sake of 

sustainability life nation and state. Other goals is for develop potential participant educate to become individuals 

who believe self, pious to god almighty, has morals noble, healthy physically and spiritually, intelligent, creative, 

independent, and become democratic and thinking citizens wide. From here can seen that Citizenship Education 

own role strategic in form character and morals of the generation young. Therefore that, education character need 

truly integrated to in learning citizenship in the classroom, as well supported by the increase the quality of the 

teacher who teaches it. 

 

National Character and Morals 

According to Michael Novak, character is a fitting combination from various mark ethics that are formed 

through discipline, stories abstract, advice of the wise, as well interaction social in life human. Meanwhile that, 

Muchlas Samani interpreted character as values the basis that forms personal a person, who is influenced by factors 

innate and environmental, distinguishing them from other people, as well as reflected in pattern thoughts and 

behavior everyday. Agus Wibowo added that character also reflects method views and actions somebody in weave 

relationships and work same, good in family, environment surroundings, nation, and country. From the opinion of 

experts said, can concluded that character is elements inherent in each individual and become reflection personal 

qualities of a person in thinking, acting, and behaving. Values this important in life together in various 

environment, such as family, school, and a more diverse society wide. Lickona put forward that character 

somebody formed from three aspect main, namely : 

a. knowledge, which includes moral awareness, understanding about values, abilities see from corner another 

view, thinking in a way ethical, taking decisions, and knowing self alone. 

b. feelings, namely aspect emotional in characters, such as heart conscience, sense of worth self, empathy, 

love to kindness, ability control self and attitude low heart . 

c. Moral action, as results combination from knowledge and moral feelings. When a person own balanced 

moral and emotional intelligence, then he will pushed for act in accordance with what he believe as 

goodness. Aspect this covering ability, willingness, and habits in act in a way moral. 

School need improved as part from system training national in Indonesia. Character education is business for 

form ability students who reflect quality social and personality nation. In Indonesia, development character 

Actually has been done for a long time through Pancasila education, discipline schools and systems strict 
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education. However in a way general, the results not yet satisfying. A number of factor affecting education 

character among others: 

1. The Role of the Family 

Family is environment first place education character started. Parents play a role important in form 

personality child through parenting and habituation values like empathy, love, and caring. 

2. The Role of Teachers 

At school, teachers have role central in educate character students. Relationship between teachers and 

students becomes means for implant values like not quite enough responsibility, nationalism, concern 

social, and control themselves. Teachers are also expected to capable convey material with various media 

innovation to be more interesting and easy understood student. 

Character education is very important and necessary started since age early. Age early is phase crucial in 

formation personal someone. If the character no formed since early, then in adulthood individual can experience 

difficulty in socialize and behave. Therefore, strengthening moral values since elementary school become step 

important in build nation. Character education can also be developed through Citizenship Education ( PKn ) 

lessons, with implant values such as mutual cooperation, concern social, and honesty. Students can taught past 

activity like work groups, watching educational videos, playing role, or give help to friends. Teachers can also get 

used to student say polite words such as “ please ” and “ thank you” love ”, as well as apply culture smile, greet, 

and say hello. In order for education character successful, required a number of component supporters like a 

competent teacher in integrate education character in the learning process, active and polite students, supporting 

teaching materials, and interesting learning tools and media. 

 

Conclusion 

Civic Education ( PKn ) plays a role as one of the main pillars in formation character and personality society. 

Concept this teach citizens to become active, contributing individuals positive, and capable compete in 

development of the times. Civics give understanding deep about knowledge knowledge, insight social and 

awareness nation. The importance of civics is also reflected in effort develop education in the environment urban, 

with implant values character through approach effective and meaningful quality. The character you want formed 

through civics covers faith to almighty god, a sense of justice, love homeland, unity in the Republic of Indonesia, 

as well as award to right basic human and freedom opinion. Values good character like firmness, sincerity, 

discipline, work hard, imaginative, love peaceful, caring environment, patriotism, and concern social implanted 

since education base. The role of teachers is very important in form personality student through method varied 

learning like play while studying, simulations, watching videos together, and exercises others. Supporting factors 

success civics including competent teachers in education character, active and cooperative students, teaching 

materials that emphasize formation characters, as well as adequate and interesting learning facilities and media. 
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