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Abstract 

This article aim for analyze the role of civic Education ( PKn ) teachers in develop attitude democratic students 

at school basic research this use method studies literature with gather various relevant references from journals, 

books and articles that discuss about the role of civics teachers in education character , especially in formation 

attitude democratic students. Research results show that the civics teacher own a very important role in implant 

values democracy to students, such as value other people's opinions, participate active in activity together, and 

understand rights and obligations as citizens. Through an approach that involves discussion, simulation, and 

learning based experience, teachers can create conducive atmosphere for development attitude democratic. In 

conclusion, the development of attitude democratic learning in elementary school students is very dependent on 

the methods and strategies applied by civics teachers. in the learning process. Therefore, it is recommended that 

civics teachers Keep going increase quality learning that involves student in a way active and creative , and 

utilise various media for facilitate development attitude democratic student. 
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Introduction 

Education is a fundamental aspect of national development. In addition to aiming to enhance students' 

intelligence and skills, education also plays a role in shaping character and attitudes consistent with national and 

humanitarian values. One important value that must be instilled from an early age is a democratic attitude, 

reflecting an individual's ability to respect differences, participate in decision-making, and uphold the rights and 

obligations of citizens. Democratic education is an integral part of the Indonesian education system, which aims to 

produce a young generation with a sense of national identity and the ability to play an active and responsible role in 

social and political life. In the context of formal education, Civics Education (PKn) serves as the primary means of 

instilling democratic values in students. PKn focuses not only on cognitive aspects but also seeks to develop 

students' attitudes and social skills so they can apply democratic principles in their daily lives. Therefore, the role 

of teachers in PKn learning is crucial, especially at the elementary school level. At this level, students are in a 

highly malleable stage of cognitive and social development, so the education provided will have a long-term impact 

on their thinking and behavior in the future. Democracy itself is a system that places the people as the holders of 

supreme sovereignty. In everyday life, democratic principles include respect for differences of opinion, freedom of 

expression, equality in decision-making, and a sense of responsibility in exercising rights and obligations. If these 

values are instilled from an early age through education, future generations will be better prepared to face social 

and political challenges in society. However, without proper education, many individuals grow up with minimal 

understanding of democracy and citizen rights, potentially leading to intolerant, discriminatory behavior, and 

disrespect for the rights of others. 
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The role of teachers in teaching democratic values in elementary schools is crucial. Teachers serve not only as 

transmitters of material but also as facilitators, motivators, and role models for students in implementing 

democratic attitudes in their daily lives. Teachers with a deep understanding of democracy will be able to manage 

classes in a participatory manner, provide opportunities for students to express their opinions, and teach them to 

resolve conflicts fairly and through deliberation. Democratic learning in the classroom will provide students with 

direct experience of how democratic systems work in real life. The learning methods used by teachers are also a 

crucial factor in instilling democratic attitudes in students. Methods such as group discussions, simulations, role-

playing, and case studies have been shown to improve students' understanding and skills in dealing with diverse 

social situations. By using an active and participatory approach, students can learn to express their opinions, respect 

others' perspectives, and practice collective decision-making. This type of experiential learning is more effective 

than conventional methods, which tend to be one-way and do not provide space for students to think critically and 

actively participate. Although democratic education in civics offers numerous benefits, its implementation faces 

various challenges. One major obstacle is the persistence of a teacher-centered learning model, where the teacher 

dominates the learning process and students act as passive listeners. This hinders students from developing critical 

thinking skills and the courage to express their opinions. Furthermore, many teachers still do not fully understand 

how to effectively integrate democratic education into their lessons. The lack of training for teachers on democratic 

learning strategies is also a barrier that must be addressed.  

In addition to internal school factors, the family and community environment also influence the success of 

democratic education. In some cases, the values taught in schools often conflict with what students experience at 

home or in their surroundings. For example, if children are not given the opportunity to express their opinions at 

home or are accustomed to an authoritarian parenting style, democratic education in schools will not be optimal. 

Therefore, synergy between schools, families, and communities is needed to instill democratic values in children 

from an early age. In line with the national education vision, which emphasizes the importance of character 

building and national values, strengthening democratic education in elementary schools is crucial. By providing 

students with a real-world understanding and experience of how the democratic system works, it is hoped that they 

will grow into individuals with a strong social awareness, the ability to participate in community life, and a sense of 

responsibility as good citizens. Based on the description above, this research will focus on the role of Civics 

teachers in instilling democratic attitudes in elementary school students. Through an analysis of learning strategies, 

challenges faced, and potential solutions, it is hoped that this research will contribute to the world of education in 

creating a more democratic and inclusive learning environment. 

 

Research Methodology 

This study use method studies literature for study the role of Civic Education ( PKn ) teachers in develop 

attitude democratic student school basic. Study method literature This involving collection, analysis, and synthesis 

various source relevant libraries, such as journal scientific, books , articles and reports research that focuses on a 

topic teaching civics and formation attitude democratic in children age school base. First step in study this is 

election source library that has credibility height and relevance with topics discussed. Sources the then analyzed for 

find related findings with the strategies, methods and approaches used by civics teachers in develop values 

democracy in the classroom . Analysis done with method identify and summarize various theory and results study 

previously supported importance the role of teachers in development attitude democratic student. Next, synthesis 

information done for interesting conclusion about effectiveness various method applied learning in education 

citizenship in schools basic, and factors that influence development attitude democratic in students. With approach 

studies literature this research aim for give comprehensive overview about contribution of civics teachers in form 

attitude democratic student as well as give recommendation for increase practice teaching in the context. 
 

Result & Discussion 

Based on results studies literature conducted , found that The role of Civic Education ( PKn ) teachers is very 

important in develop attitude democratic student school basic . Civics teachers function as facilitator in implant 

values democracy like freedom opinion , responsibility responsibility , tolerance , and participation active in life 

socialize . Some findings main thing that is obtained from various research reviewed among others: 

 

Implementation of Participatory Methods  

One of the findings main is that use method participatory learning , such as discussion groups, simulations, 

and debates , are very effective in develop attitude democratic students. This method allows student for involved 

direct in the learning and practice process in taking decision in a way collective . 



 
 

277 

Development Argumentation Skills  

Civics Education give chance for student for train convey opinions and listening other people's opinions . This 

process support development skills constructive argumentation, one of aspect important in attitude democratic. 

 

Understanding Democratic Values 

Civics Teachers' Role in implant deep understanding about values democracy through teaching materials that 

teach rights and obligations citizens, the importance of rules and laws, as well as How participate in the democratic 

process, both in context school and public wide . 

 

Teacher Role Model  

The teacher's democratic attitude also plays a role role big in formation attitude students . Teachers who 

demonstrate openness, respect opinion students, as well as give chance for ask and argue, will help student 

understand and practice attitude democratic in life daily . 

Based on results research found, can concluded that implementation method active and participatory in 

learning civics give impact positive to attitude democratic students. In the learning process teaching, civics teacher 

play a role as a model, no only in convey material but also in show attitudes that reflect values democracy. This is 

in line with draft education citizenship that is not only teach about rights and obligations citizens, but also how 

interact in a way fair and equal in public. Although thus, some challenges were also found in implementation 

learning democratic civics, such as limited time and resources power for carry out more activities interactive and 

participatory. In addition, the factors environment Different social and cultural factors also influence level 

reception student to values democracy is taught. With thus, it is important for civics teachers for keep going 

develop ability manage possible classes student for feel safe and valued, and for apply student - focused approach. 

Inclusive and values - based learning democracy will give contribution big in formation character responsible 

students responsible and fair also important to develop training for civics teachers so that they can control various 

innovative and appropriate methods with developments of the times, especially in create supportive atmosphere 

learning active and effective democracy . 

 

Conclusion 

Democratic education in elementary schools plays a crucial role in shaping students' character, enabling them 

to become critical thinkers, respect differences, and actively participate in society. As educators, teachers have a 

significant responsibility to instill democratic values from an early age through a variety of appropriate learning 

strategies and methods. By creating a democratic and inclusive learning environment, students can learn to respect 

the opinions of others, understand their rights and responsibilities as citizens, and develop skills in fair and 

responsible decision-making. Effective learning strategies for instilling democratic values include interactive 

methods such as group discussions, simulations, role-playing, debates, and project-based learning. These methods 

allow students to directly experience the democratic process, both in decision-making and in collaborative 

problem-solving. Thus, democratic learning is not only theoretical but also applied in students' daily lives at school. 

Furthermore, teachers also serve as role models in implementing democratic attitudes by providing space for 

students to express their opinions, being fair in managing the classroom, and creating a learning environment that 

encourages the active participation of all students. However, implementing democracy education in elementary 

schools presents various challenges for teachers. One of the main challenges is students' limited understanding of 

the concept of democracy, given that elementary school-aged children are still in a stage of cognitive development 

that makes it difficult for them to grasp abstract concepts. Therefore, teachers must be able to simplify the concept 

of democracy to make it easier to understand through concrete examples and direct experiences in everyday 

classroom activities. 

Furthermore, a lack of support from the school and family environment also hinders the instilling of 

democratic attitudes in students. Some schools still implement an authoritative learning system, where decisions 

are largely made by teachers or school officials without involving students. This contradicts the principles of 

democracy, which emphasize active participation from all parties. Furthermore, parenting styles at home that do 

not provide children with the freedom to express their opinions and make decisions can also hinder the 

internalization of the democratic values taught in schools. Therefore, synergy between schools and families is 

needed to build an environment that supports democratic learning for children. Teachers' preparedness in teaching 

democratic education also presents a challenge. Not all teachers have a deep understanding of the concept of 

democracy and how to apply it in their lessons. Many teachers still use conventional, teacher-centered learning 

methods, thus providing students with limited opportunities to express their opinions or participate in the decision-
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making process. Furthermore, limited training and professional development for teachers in the field of democratic 

education is also a barrier that needs to be addressed to improve teachers' competence in teaching democratic 

values. Another challenge in implementing democracy education in elementary schools is the limited curriculum 

and learning time. A dense curriculum often makes it difficult for teachers to allocate sufficient time to teach 

democracy in depth. Democracy education should not only be taught in Civics (PKn) but should also be integrated 

into various aspects of learning and school activities. However, with high academic demands and limited time, 

democracy education often receives insufficient attention. 

Furthermore, the diversity of students' social, cultural, and economic backgrounds also poses a challenge in 

instilling democratic values in elementary schools. Each student brings different experiences and values to their 

understanding of the concept of democracy. In a heterogeneous classroom environment, teachers must be able to 

manage these differences by creating an inclusive learning environment that values diversity. Democratic education 

must teach students to live side by side with differences, respect the rights of others, and foster tolerance in social 

life. Despite facing various challenges, democratic education remains a crucial aspect in shaping a young 

generation that is aware of the rights and obligations of citizens. Therefore, a joint effort between schools, families, 

and communities is needed to create an educational environment that supports the development of democratic 

attitudes in students. Schools need to adopt a more democratic learning approach, where students are given the 

opportunity to actively participate in learning activities and decision-making at school. Furthermore, families also 

play a role in providing democratic education at home by providing space for children to express their opinions and 

training them in fair decision-making processes. Teachers, as the spearheads of democratic education, need 

adequate training and professional development to enable them to implement innovative and effective learning 

strategies. With the right approach, democratic education can be implemented optimally, producing a young 

generation with democratic awareness, critical thinking, and the ability to actively participate in community life. 

Successful democratic education will significantly contribute to building a more just, tolerant society that values 

diversity in national and state life. 
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