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Abstract 

Civics education is a subject that plays a crucial role in shaping national character, particularly in fostering social 

and moral awareness among adolescents. In the context of preventing juvenile delinquency, teachers act not only 

as instructors but also as mentors who instill national values and social responsibility. As educators, teachers are 

also expected to contribute to preventing deviant behavior among students, particularly Civics teachers who 

support the goal of becoming quality citizens. This article aims to analyze the role of Civics teachers in 

preventing juvenile delinquency through an approach to moral values, discipline, and character. This study uses 

a literature review method. A review of various scientific sources and relevant previous research was conducted. 

The results of the study indicate that teachers have a strategic position in shaping students' character and 

preventing deviant behavior through learning based on national and moral values. 

 

Keywords : Role of Teachers, Civic Education, Juvenile Delinquency, Character Education, Literature Review. 

 

Introduction 

With advances in science and technology, many challenges have emerged in Indonesia's education system. 

One major concern today is delinquent behavior among adolescents, particularly students. Adolescence is a 

transitional phase from childhood to adulthood. At this stage, adolescents often search for identity, making them 

highly susceptible to environmental influences, both positive and negative. Positively influenced adolescents are 

those who value their environment and the nation's values. On the other hand, negative adolescents can become a 

source of problems for society by engaging in delinquent or criminal behavior. Civics teachers  

are required to be involved in dealing with students experiencing problems at school and to provide appropriate 

guidance to students so they do not repeat such actions against others or their friends. Juvenile delinquency is not 

only based on illegal acts but also includes behavior that goes against social norms. When delinquency occurs, it 

can disrupt public order and security, which naturally causes unrest. The government, educators, and parents should 

all hope that the younger generation will become good members of society and the nation. Juvenile delinquency, or 

juvenile delinquency, is a term used to describe the behavior of young people in society. Delinquency indicates 

weaknesses in the education system, both at home, in the community, and at school. Some examples of student 

delinquency in schools include smoking, truancy, bullying , stealing, dating, getting involved in fights, committing 

acts of sexual violence, damaging facilities, disobeying dress codes, and consuming alcohol. Furthermore, this 

problem of delinquency persists over time and varies, with different ways of dealing with it according to changing 

times. For example, in the past, the approach was often violent, while currently, sanctions are prescribed for 

students who violate the rules. In fact, the role of civics teachers can help minimize this problem by preventing 

juvenile delinquency. The teacher's responsibility in civics education is to shape students' behavior so that they 

become good citizens in their daily lives (Nasution, 2016). 

Essentially, education is a conscious effort undertaken by society and the government to ensure the survival 

and well-being of future generations. The goal of education is to shape better individuals, thus educational 
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activities include teaching and training. The elements of education consist of input , educators, processes, and 

outputs . Inputs include educational targets, which include individuals, groups, and communities. Educators, on the 

other hand, are those who conduct education, including teachers or instructors. Processes refer to efforts to 

influence others. Finally, outputs are the expected behaviors resulting from the ongoing process. According to 

Ihsana (2017:1), the teaching process aims to indicate behavioral changes by taking into account that a person has 

learned, thus requiring appropriate responses to stimuli in interactions. Pancasila and civic education play a crucial 

role for every citizen, especially the younger generation. Civic education aims to serve as a guide to avoid bad or 

deviant behavior. Through learning Pancasila and civic education, it is hoped that awareness of the rights and 

obligations of citizens who think critically and sharply will be fostered, in order to create a dignified generation and 

become intelligent, creative, and characterful global citizens. 

The role of teachers is crucial in this regard. Teachers are expected to effectively guide and control student 

behavior. The role of educators as teachers is related to the responsibility to provide assistance and motivation, the 

responsibility of supervision and guidance, and the task of discipline for students to comply with school regulations 

and norms in family and community life. This responsibility is related to efforts to improve the development and 

progress of children so that they can experience further experiences, such as maintaining physical health, 

independence from parents, and interaction with other adults, as well as understanding social responsibilities. 

Educators in guiding students are certainly faced with various obstacles that must be overcome. These obstacles are 

greatly influenced by the progress of science and technology that occurs very quickly and has an impact on social 

interactions. This situation often causes teenagers or students to become more sensitive, which can then result in 

them falling into behavior that is contrary to social values, norms, and religious teachings. Emotional instability 

and the desire to explore new things encourage teenagers or students to imitate the lifestyles adopted by their peers, 

such as the way they dress, smoking habits, romantic relationships, and various other examples that appear today 

(Ahmad et al. , 2019). This can be done by monitoring their behavior during learning, where the teaching material 

is interspersed with advice and examples of good actions that should be taken. Although changing student behavior 

is indeed difficult and must be done gradually, teachers can face it well, even though it is challenging. This can be 

done by deepening civic education through both theory and direct practice. In learning activities of Pancasila and 

civic education, teachers are expected to provide good educational services and continue to develop learning 

strategies through innovation or direct practice. The strategies chosen by teachers in designing learning systems 

must include effective models, media, and quality of learning, as well as providing motivation that will influence 

moral formation in schools (Khairat, 2016). A concrete example of a teacher's social concern for students can be 

reprimands, such as reprimanding students who smoke, fight, or are late. This action is also a teacher's 

responsibility in educating students. In addition, the government also pays attention to character education, as 

reflected in the national development mission. National education is based on Pancasila and the 1945 Constitution, 

which is rooted in religious values, Indonesian national culture, and is responsive to the demands of the times 

(Hariyanto; Julmulyani ; Kurniawansyah, 2020). 

 

Research Methodology 

This research uses the literature method A review aims to gain an in-depth understanding of events and 

behaviors related to scientific activities through the analysis of various literature sources. The literature reviewed 

includes books, scientific articles, journals, research reports, and other relevant documents related to the research 

topic. In the data collection process, researchers identify, select, and analyze written sources that are highly 

relevant and credible. The analysis is conducted descriptively using a qualitative approach, highlighting key 

themes, patterns, and concepts emerging from the reviewed literature. The stages in this process include literature 

collection, critical evaluation of the content, synthesis of information, and drawing conclusions that build a 

theoretical and conceptual understanding of the phenomenon being studied. This approach allows researchers to 

construct a strong and in-depth framework based on the existing literature review. 

 

Result & Discussion 

According to Piaget ( Hurlock 1991), psychologically, adolescence is the period when individuals begin to 

integrate into adult society. At this stage, children begin to feel that they are on the same level as adults, no longer 

under their control. However, adolescents have not yet achieved a clear position in society; they are no longer 

children, but they are also not yet fully accepted as adults. Therefore, the adolescent phase is often referred to as a 

period of "searching for identity" or "waves and storms," as they adjust to ongoing physical and mental changes 

that they have not yet fully mastered. Delinquency that occurs in adolescents is a form of deviant behavior that 

arises from these changes. Often, the behavior displayed by adolescents violates existing norms in society and can 
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cause anxiety in their environment. In a social context, a person's role is closely related to their position or status in 

society. Roles also involve rights and obligations that correspond to that status. Sometimes, individuals can also 

carry out their roles outside their local environment. Based on Nurman Somantri's opinion as quoted by (Winarno 

2013), the appropriate Civic Education program for Indonesia is one that focuses on political democracy and is 

expanded with various other sources of knowledge. This education is not only taken from schools, but also from 

society and families, with the aim of training students to be able to think critically, analytically, and act in a 

democratic manner, and be ready to live a democratic life based on Pancasila and the 1945 Constitution. Teachers, 

especially those who teach Civic Education ( PKn ), have a very important role. As educators at various levels of 

formal education, from early childhood to secondary education, teachers are tasked with providing assistance, 

encouragement, supervision, guidance, and instilling discipline in students so that they comply with school rules 

and social norms. Here , the role and responsibility of Civic Education ( PKn ) teachers are highly expected to 

shape students into good citizens. The duties of Civic Education ( PKn ) teachers are not only focused on 

education, teaching, and training, but also touch on the humanitarian aspect, where they function as "second 

parents" in schools, especially in terms of attitude and discipline. 

Civics ( PKn ) teachers bear a greater responsibility than teachers of other subjects, as they are expected not 

only to transfer knowledge but also to convey national and moral values that students can understand and apply in 

their daily lives. Therefore, civics ( PKn ) teachers need to act as guides in morals and attitudes, as well as provide 

strong motivation to shape good student character. In an effort to instill character values in students, there are 

several important aspects that teachers pay attention to: First, the religious aspect. Based on research results, the 

role of teachers in instilling religious character values can be seen from the advice given, the examples shown, and 

the habits they cultivate. Teachers will provide advice and examples to students, especially when students do not 

practice worship according to religious teachings. Thus, teachers act as figures who encourage students to live 

spiritual values in their daily activities. Next, there is the aspect of honesty. The role of teachers is crucial in 

helping students develop honesty. In daily practice, a teacher must reprimand students caught cheating on exams or 

tests, encourage them to report and return any found items, and advise them to return borrowed items on time. 

Teachers also continuously provide guidance to ensure students avoid collaborating during exams and maintain 

integrity in all activities. Teachers themselves serve as role models, consistently demonstrating honesty in all 

situations. Teachers must possess the expertise and courage to address any challenges faced by students. As 

administrators, teachers need to understand each student's progress and communicate this to their parents. 

Furthermore, teachers also act as evaluators , meaning they have the right to provide assessments and feedback to 

improve student progress.  

This role can be demonstrated through reprimands, advice, role models, and even sanctions or punishments. 

Teachers often reprimand students who arrive late, fail to perform their duties, or wear uniforms that do not comply 

with school regulations. With consistency and firmness, teachers educate students to respect regulations and 

become disciplined individuals. By instilling values such as religiosity , honesty, and discipline, teachers especially 

Civics teachers play a significant role in creating a young generation that is intellectually intelligent and possesses 

good character and morals as citizens. In addition to instilling character values, Civics teachers also play a crucial 

role in preventing student delinquency. According to Suhartini and Simangunsong (1989), there are several steps 

that Civics ( PKn ) teachers can take to prevent delinquency, namely: 1) Trying to understand students. Civics 

teachers must strive to get to know each student, because they are all unique. Teachers should be able to identify 

students' motivations and values, and strive to build close and trusting relationships. 2) Demonstrating serious 

attention. With sincerity and compassion, Civics teachers face the diversity of characters and dreams of students. 

This is important so that students can internalize norms and become moral individuals. 3) Disseminating the values 

of Budi Pekerti through Religious Education. Through religious teachings, students learn about rights and 

obligations, as well as what is considered good and bad. One of the causes of student delinquency often stems from 

problems within the family, so cooperation between Civics teachers and parents is essential. 

 

Conclusion 

PKn teachers have a greater responsibility than teachers of other subjects, because they play a role in shaping 

students' attitudes in their daily lives as good citizens. The duties of Civics ( PKn ) teachers are not only limited to 

providing knowledge to students, but also instilling values that are expected to be understood and applied in 

positive behavior by students. Therefore, Civics ( PKn ) teachers need to carry out their role as moral guides, 

shaping attitudes, and providing better motivation. Juvenile delinquency is an action or violation committed by 

young people that is not only against the law, but also violates societal norms, is antisocial, immoral, and violates 

religious teachings. This causes unrest in society, the school environment, and the family. 
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