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Abstract 

This study aims to systematically examine the integration of local wisdom values in Civic Education (PKn) 

learning in elementary schools and its contribution in building students' national identity. The research method 

used is a literature review with content analysis techniques on various scientific articles, national journals, and 

relevant publications that discuss the application of local wisdom in Civic Education learning. The results of the 

study indicate that local wisdom values, such as customs, customary law, mutual cooperation, and regional 

cultural traditions, can be effectively integrated in Civic Education learning through various learning strategies, 

including the use of folklore, traditional games, contextual discussions, and project-based learning. Civic 

Education teachers in elementary schools have a strategic role in linking local wisdom values with citizenship 

concepts, such as responsibility, tolerance, unity, and love of the homeland. The integration of local wisdom in 

Civic Education learning not only improves students' understanding of civic values, but also strengthens national 

identity and shapes students' character as citizens who are cultured, have character, and are proud of their 

Indonesian identity. 
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Introduction 

Civics Education (PKn) in Indonesia plays a strategic role in shaping the character, attitudes, and national 

identity of students starting from elementary school. Through PKn, elementary school students are introduced to 

the fundamental values of national and state life, such as the rights and obligations of citizens, democracy, unity, 

tolerance, and love of country. Elementary school education provides a crucial foundation because it is during this 

phase that initial character formation and the internalization of moral values occur, which will influence students' 

future civic attitudes. Pangalila (2017) states that Civics Education is an appropriate means to internalize the values 

of national character. Civics not only functions as a cognitive subject, but also as a vehicle for the formation of 

national personality ( nation and character building ). In the context of a democratic state, the sustainability of 

national and state life is highly dependent on the quality of its citizens, both in terms of knowledge, skills, and civic 

virtues. Therefore, Civics Education aims to prepare students to be good and smart citizens , and to have a 

commitment to maintaining diversity and national integration. Civics Education also plays a crucial role in 

strengthening civic competencies, including civic knowledge , civic skills , and civic dispositions . Over time, 

Civics Education continues to evolve to maintain its relevance to the social, political, and cultural dynamics of 

society. Trisiana (2020) asserts that Civics Education serves as a strategic instrument in strengthening individuals' 

civic identity and responsibility in social, national, and state life. Amidst the increasingly strong currents of 

globalization, the challenges to character formation and national identity are increasingly complex. Globalization, 

marked by the rapid development of information and communication technology, allows the influx of various 

foreign values, cultures, and lifestyles that are not always aligned with the noble values of the Indonesian nation. 

Budiarto (2020) argues that globalization contributes to the decline of moral values and character, so systematic 
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efforts are needed to strengthen national identity and character from an early age. In this context, strengthening 

national identity through Civics learning in elementary schools is increasingly important. 

One relevant approach to strengthening national identity is to integrate local wisdom values into civics 

learning. Local wisdom encompasses knowledge, beliefs, norms, values, customs, and traditions that have 

developed and been passed down through generations within a community. These values contain noble meanings 

that can serve as a source of contextual learning for students. Rahyono stated that local wisdom is a form of 

intelligence possessed by a community, acquired through its life experiences, making it unique and contextual. 

Anthropologists such as Koentjaraningrat, Spradley, Taylor, and Suparlan have argued that culture, as a repository 

of local wisdom, encompasses three main forms: ideas, social activities, and cultural artifacts. Culture reflects the 

entire system of knowledge used by a community as a guide for behavior and interaction with its social 

environment (Fajarini, 2014). In an educational context, local wisdom can be integrated into civics learning 

through various strategies, such as the use of folktales, traditional games, community service activities, and 

experiential learning that is relevant to students' lives. However, although the importance of integrating local 

wisdom into Civics learning has been widely discussed, its implementation in elementary schools still faces various 

challenges. Teachers often lack adequate conceptual and practical guidance on how to systematically integrate local 

wisdom values into Civics learning. Furthermore, studies specifically addressing the integration of local wisdom 

into Civics learning in elementary schools from the perspective of national identity development are still relatively 

limited. Based on this background, this literature review was conducted to examine in-depth various research 

findings and scientific thinking related to the integration of local wisdom values into Civics (PKn) learning in 

elementary schools and its contribution to building students' national identity. The results of this study are expected 

to provide a theoretical and practical foundation for developing more contextual, meaningful PKn learning, 

oriented toward strengthening the character and national identity of Indonesia's younger generation. 

Civics Education (PKn) is a subject that plays a strategic role in shaping students' civic knowledge, attitudes, 

and skills. At the elementary school level, PKn serves as an initial means to instill the fundamental values of 

national and state life, such as patriotism, unity, tolerance, responsibility, and respect for diversity. PKn learning is 

not only oriented towards cognitive aspects, but also emphasizes the formation of character and civic attitudes that 

align with the values of Pancasila and the 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia. Civics, as part of 

character education, aims to develop good and smart citizens . Through civics education, students are guided to 

understand their role and position as citizens from an early age. In elementary school, internalizing civic values 

becomes crucial because students are in the process of forming attitudes and self-identity. Therefore, civics 

instruction must be designed contextually and meaningfully so that the values taught can be understood and 

internalized by students. National identity is a distinctive characteristic that distinguishes one nation from another. 

Indonesia's national identity is formed from cultural values, history, language, state symbols, and the nation's 

philosophy of life, encapsulated in Pancasila. The formation of national identity is inseparable from the educational 

process, particularly through civics (PKn) subjects. Elementary school education plays a crucial role in instilling a 

sense of nationality and a love for the nation's culture, so that students feel proud to be part of the Indonesian 

nation. In the context of globalization, the formation of national identity faces various challenges. The rapid influx 

of global information and culture can influence students' mindsets and behaviors, including shifting long-held local 

values. Therefore, education needs to act as both a filter and a reinforcer of national values. Civics education that 

integrates local wisdom values is seen as an effective strategy for maintaining a balance between openness to the 

global world and preserving national identity. Local wisdom is the values, norms, knowledge, and practices that 

develop within a community and are passed down from generation to generation. Local wisdom stems from a 

community's long experience interacting with its social and natural environment.  

Values such as mutual cooperation, deliberation, tolerance, cooperation, and mutual respect are examples of 

local wisdom relevant to civic values. Local wisdom has great potential as a learning resource because it is closely 

related to students' daily lives. The integration of local wisdom values into civics learning in elementary schools 

aims to make learning more contextual and meaningful. By linking civics material to local culture and traditions, 

students can more easily grasp the concept of citizenship because it is presented through real-life examples they 

encounter in their daily lives. This integration also helps students realize that national values are not abstract but 

exist and thrive in the culture of their surrounding communities. Civics learning based on local wisdom can be 

implemented through various strategies, such as the use of folklore, traditional games, community service 

activities, and discussions about local customs. These strategies enable students to learn actively and reflectively. 

Through direct experience, students not only understand the concept of citizenship theoretically but also internalize 

these values in their daily attitudes and behaviors. The role of teachers in integrating local wisdom into civics 

learning is crucial. Teachers act as facilitators, connecting local values with civics learning materials in accordance 
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with curriculum objectives. Teachers are also required to have a sound understanding of local culture and 

pedagogical skills in presenting learning in a creative and innovative manner. Thus, civics learning can be an 

effective means of instilling national values based on local culture. The integration of local wisdom into civics 

learning contributes significantly to the development of students' civic character. Consistently taught local values 

can foster a sense of responsibility, social awareness, a sense of togetherness, and tolerance. These character traits 

are a vital part of national identity and must be instilled from an early age to help students grow into citizens with 

character and integrity. Thus, this theoretical study confirms that the integration of local wisdom values into Civics 

(PKn) learning in elementary schools has strong relevance in building national identity. Through contextual and 

culturally based learning, Civics (PKn) serves not only as a formal subject but also as a vehicle for character 

development and national identity. This integration is expected to strengthen students' sense of nationalism while 

preserving Indonesian cultural values amidst the challenges of globalization. 

 

Research Methodology 

a) Research Approach and type: This research uses a qualitative approach with a literature review research 

type. This research aims to review and analyze in depth various literature sources that discuss the 

integration of local wisdom values in Civics Education (PKn) subjects in Elementary Schools and its role 

in building students' national identity.  

b) Research Data Sources: The data sources in this research are secondary data obtained from various 

scientific literature, including national and international journal articles, reference books, seminar 

proceedings, and other academic documents relevant to the research topic. The literature was selected 

based on the suitability of the topic, the credibility of the source, and its relevance to civics learning, local 

wisdom, and national identity. 

c) Data Collection Techniques : Data collection techniques were conducted through documentation studies, 

namely by tracing, identifying , and collecting literature related to the integration of local wisdom values in 

Civics learning in Elementary Schools. Literature searches were conducted through scientific databases 

such as Google Scholar, Garuda, and accredited national journal portals using relevant keywords. 

d) Data Analysis Techniques: Data analysis was conducted using content analysis techniques . Each collected 

literature was analyzed to identify key concepts, themes, and findings related to the integration of local 

wisdom into Civics learning and its impact on the formation of national identity in elementary school 

students. 

e) Data Analysis Stages: Data analysis stages include data reduction, data presentation, and drawing 

conclusions. Data reduction is performed by filtering information relevant to the research focus. Data 

presentation is done in the form of descriptive and thematic descriptions, while conclusions are drawn 

through a synthesis of study results from various literature sources. 

f) Data Validity : The validity of the data in this study was maintained through source triangulation, namely 

by comparing and confirming findings from various literature that share similar topics and discussion 

contexts. This was done to ensure the consistency and validity of the literature review results. 

 

Result & Discussion 

Identification of Relevant Local Wisdom Values in Civics Learning in Elementary Schools 

The results of the literature review indicate that local wisdom values have a very strong relevance for 

integration into Civics (PKn) learning in elementary schools. Various studies confirm that PKn functions not only 

as a means of conveying constitutional and normative concepts, but also as a vehicle for internalizing the values of 

Pancasila that exist in the community's culture. Totok (2018) stated that PKn learning needs to integrate Pancasila 

values with local wisdom and character education to make learning more contextual and meaningful for students. 

The local wisdom value most frequently found in the literature and considered relevant to Civics learning in 

elementary schools is the value of mutual cooperation (gotong royong). Gotong royong is understood as a 

cooperative activity carried out voluntarily without expecting compensation to achieve a common goal. Kurniawati 

and Mawardi (2021) emphasize that gotong royong reflects social solidarity, caring, and a sense of togetherness, 

which are at the heart of community life in Indonesia. This value aligns with the goal of Civics education to instill 

attitudes of cooperation, tolerance, and social responsibility from an early age. In addition to mutual cooperation, 

traditional values are also an important part of local wisdom that can be integrated into civics learning in 

elementary schools. Customs encompass norms, habits, and codes of conduct that govern social relations within a 

community. Through an introduction to customs, students can learn about the values of mutual respect, adherence 

to shared rules, and appreciation for cultural diversity. These values are highly relevant in shaping students' civic 
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character, which values unity in diversity. A literature review also shows that customary law, as part of local 

wisdom, has the potential to be introduced in a simple way to elementary school students. Customary law is an 

unwritten rule that is lived and adhered to by the community as a guideline for maintaining social order. Samwil et 

al. (2022) explain that customary law functions as a means of social control to create a just and civilized society. In 

the context of civics, an introduction to customary law can help students understand the importance of rules, 

justice, and responsibility as citizens. The integration of local wisdom values into civics learning in elementary 

schools contributes to strengthening students' national identity. National identity is formed not only through state 

symbols but also through the cultural values inherent in society. By recognizing and internalizing local values, 

students can foster a sense of pride in their nation's culture while strengthening their sense of nationalism and love 

for their homeland. 

 

Strategies and Methods for Internalizing Local Wisdom Values in Civics Learning 

The results of a literature review indicate that internalizing local wisdom values in civics learning in 

elementary schools can be achieved through various contextual learning strategies and methods. One widely 

recommended strategy is the use of folktales and regional legends as learning media. Folktales contain moral 

messages and local wisdom values such as honesty, courage, hard work, and social awareness that are easily 

understood by elementary school students. Furthermore, traditional games are also seen as an effective method for 

internalizing local wisdom values. Traditional games not only train students' motor skills but also instill the values 

of cooperation, sportsmanship, and a sense of community. Through play, students can experience firsthand the 

application of civic values in a fun setting that aligns with the developmental characteristics of elementary school-

aged children learning approach is also widely discussed in the literature as a relevant model for local wisdom-

based civics learning. This approach emphasizes the connection between learning materials and students' real-life 

situations. Ramdani (2018) explains that local wisdom-based learning encourages students to directly experience 

and practice the values they learn, making learning more meaningful and impacting behavioral change. Simple 

group discussions are also an effective method for teaching civics in elementary schools. Through discussions, 

students can share experiences about local culture and reflect on its values. This method helps students develop 

critical thinking skills while instilling a respect for others' opinions, which is an integral part of civic character. 

 

The Impact of Local Wisdom-Based Civics Learning on Students' National Identity 

Based on the results of a literature review, local wisdom-based civics learning has a positive impact on 

elementary school students' understanding, attitudes, and behavior. Learning that links civics material to local 

culture makes students more interested and actively engaged in the learning process. Material that is close to 

students' daily lives makes it easier for them to grasp civic concepts concretely. In addition to enhancing cognitive 

understanding, local wisdom-based learning also impacts students' affective aspects. Students tend to show pride in 

local culture and develop a sense of responsibility to preserve and uphold the traditions within their community. 

This contributes to the formation of a strong national identity, where students not only formally recognize their 

nation but also feel a part of its culture. Thus, the results of this literature review confirm that integrating local 

wisdom values into civics learning in elementary schools is an effective approach to building students' national 

identity. Civics learning rooted in local culture can foster a cultured, responsible, and strong sense of national 

citizenship, making it relevant in facing the challenges of future globalization. 

 

Contribution of Local Wisdom Integration to the Formation of National Identity of Elementary School Students 

The integration of local wisdom values into civics learning significantly contributes to the formation of 

national identity in elementary school students. Through learning that emphasizes local culture and traditions, 

students are introduced to the nation's cultural roots, which are part of Indonesia's national identity. This 

introduction is crucial from an early age to provide students with a basic understanding of national identity. Local 

wisdom values such as mutual cooperation, deliberation, tolerance, and mutual respect align with the values of 

Pancasila. When these values are integrated into civics lessons, students not only learn the theoretical concept of 

citizenship but also understand its application in everyday life through a cultural context familiar to them. Civics 

learning based on local wisdom helps students recognize that Indonesia's national identity is built on regional 

cultural diversity. Students learn that differences in customs, languages, and traditions are not separators, but rather 

national treasures that must be preserved. This understanding forms a crucial foundation for fostering a sense of 

unity and integrity from elementary school onward. Furthermore, integrating local wisdom into civics learning 

fosters students' pride in their regional culture. This pride will gradually develop into a love for their nation and 

state. Thus, students' national identity is formed through the recognition and appreciation of local culture as part of 
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Indonesian identity. National identity is also closely linked to civic attitudes and behavior. Through civics lessons 

that incorporate local wisdom, students are trained to be honest, responsible, care for their social environment, and 

respect prevailing norms and rules within society. These attitudes are fundamental characteristics of good citizens. 

The use of folklore, local traditions, and social practices in civics instruction provides students with a more 

concrete learning experience. This experience helps them internalize national values more deeply than learning that 

is solely textual and abstract. The integration of local wisdom also plays a role in building awareness of the nation's 

history and culture. By understanding the origins of traditions and values that have developed in society, students 

can see the connection between the nation's past, present, and future. This awareness strengthens students' national 

identity as part of Indonesia's historical journey. In the context of globalization, civics learning based on local 

wisdom serves as a bulwark against foreign cultural influences. Students with a strong national identity are less 

likely to lose their identity despite exposure to global culture. They are able to be selective and remain committed 

to national values. Building a national identity through local wisdom also encourages students to be tolerant of 

differences. By understanding Indonesia's cultural diversity, students learn to respect differences and live 

harmoniously in a multicultural society. Thus, the integration of local wisdom values into civics learning in 

elementary schools significantly contributes to shaping students' national identity. This learning not only 

strengthens civics knowledge but also instills a sense of nationality, patriotism, and pride in Indonesian culture 

from an early age. 

 

Challenges and Opportunities for Integrating Local Wisdom Values in Civics Learning 

Although integrating local wisdom values into civics learning has great potential, its implementation in 

elementary schools still faces various challenges. One of the main challenges is the limited availability of 

references and teaching materials that specifically link civics material to local wisdom. Furthermore, not all 

teachers have an adequate understanding of the concept of local wisdom and how to integrate it into civics learning. 

Lack of training and mentoring for teachers means that learning tends to focus on textbooks without connecting it 

to the students' local cultural context. Another challenge is limited learning time. Teachers are often pressured to 

meet curriculum targets, so integrating local wisdom values is seen as an additional effort that requires more time. 

This situation makes the implementation of local wisdom-based learning less than optimal. The diverse cultural 

backgrounds of students within a class can also pose challenges. Teachers need inclusive learning strategies to 

ensure all students feel valued and prevent the dominance of one culture in the learning process. However, these 

challenges also open up opportunities for developing more innovative civics learning. Integrating local wisdom 

allows teachers to develop contextual learning methods that are appropriate to the environment and student 

characteristics. A flexible curriculum also provides opportunities for teachers to connect civics material with local 

cultural values. Teachers can develop teaching materials relevant to the social and cultural conditions surrounding 

the school without neglecting established core competencies. Utilizing the surrounding environment as a learning 

resource presents a significant opportunity for integrating local wisdom. Activities such as environmental 

observations, cultural visits, and the involvement of community leaders can enrich civics learning and make it more 

meaningful for students. Advances in technology and learning media also open up opportunities to creatively 

document and introduce local wisdom. Digital videos, images, and stories about local culture can be used as 

engaging civics learning materials for elementary school students. Support from schools and parents is a crucial 

factor in overcoming the challenges of integrating local wisdom. Collaboration between schools, families, and the 

community can create a conducive learning environment for instilling cultural and national values. By capitalizing 

on existing opportunities and gradually overcoming various challenges, the integration of local wisdom values into 

civics learning can be optimized. This is expected to strengthen the national identity of elementary school students 

and shape a young generation with character, culture, and a love for their nation and state. 

 

Conclusion 

The integration of local wisdom values into Civics (PKn) subjects in elementary schools plays a crucial role in 

building students' national identity. Local wisdom, encompassing cultural values, customs, social norms, and 

community traditions, is a relevant learning resource for instilling national values from an early age. Through 

contextual PKn learning, students not only understand the concept of citizenship theoretically but also internalize 

these values in their daily lives. Civics education based on local wisdom has been proven to strengthen students' 

civic character, such as mutual cooperation, tolerance, responsibility, and patriotism. These values align with 

Pancasila and serve as the primary foundation for developing national identity. By recognizing and appreciating 

local cultures, students can understand that diversity is an integral part of the Indonesian national identity. In 

addition to positively contributing to the formation of national identity, the integration of local wisdom also makes 
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civics learning more meaningful and relevant. Students understand the material more easily because it is connected 

to experiences and sociocultural environments close to their own lives. This results in increased student 

participation and engagement in the learning process. 
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