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Abstract

This study aims to examine the implementation of the Independent Curriculum and the role of teachers in
strengthening the Pancasila student profile in elementary schools. The method used was a literature study,
reviewing various reference sources, including books and recent scientific journals. The results show that the
implementation of the Independent Curriculum has a positive impact on increasing student engagement and
strengthening character values. Teachers play a crucial role in designing innovative learning and integrating the
values of the Pancasila student profile. However, several obstacles remain in the curriculum's implementation,
such as limited teacher understanding and a lack of supporting facilities. Therefore, support from various parties
is needed to optimize the implementation of the Independent Curriculum.
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Introduction

Education is the primary foundation for developing superior human resources with character. In an era of
globalization marked by rapid technological developments and the flow of information, the world of education is
required to adapt to avoid being left behind. Education serves not only as a means of transferring knowledge but also
as a vehicle for shaping students' values, attitudes, and character. Therefore, the education system must balance
mastery of academic competencies with strong character development. According to Mulyasa (2021), quality
education is education that can shape individuals who are both intelligent and virtuous. In line with these demands,
the Indonesian government introduced the Independent Curriculum as an innovation in the national education system.
This curriculum provides flexibility to educational units and teachers in designing learning according to the needs
and characteristics of students. The Independent Curriculum also emphasizes student-centered learning, enabling
them to be more active, creative, and independent in the learning process. The Ministry of Education, Culture,
Research, and Technology (2022) explains that the Independent Curriculum is designed to strengthen students'
competencies and character through a more contextual and relevant approach. Thus, this curriculum is expected to
address today's educational challenges. In the Independent Curriculum, character building is realized through the
Pancasila student profile, which is the primary learning objective. The Pancasila student profile encompasses six
main dimensions that reflect the noble values of the Indonesian nation: faith and devotion to God Almighty, global
diversity, mutual cooperation, independence, critical thinking, and creativity. These values are not only taught
theoretically but also integrated into daily learning activities. Salsabila et al. (2025) stated that strengthening the
Pancasila student profile can be done through active, student-centered learning. Thus, students are expected to be
able to internalize these values in their daily lives. The role of teachers in implementing the Independent Curriculum
is crucial because they are the primary actors in the learning process. Teachers function not only as transmitters of
material but also as facilitators, motivators, and guides for students. In this context, teachers are required to have the
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ability to design innovative and creative learning. Chaeratunnisa and Pujiastuti (2023) explain that the success of
curriculum implementation depends heavily on teachers' competence in managing learning. Therefore, improving
teacher quality is a key factor in educational success. However, teachers still face various challenges in implementing
the Independent Curriculum. These challenges include limited understanding of curriculum concepts, lack of training,
and limited supporting facilities. Furthermore, the shift in learning paradigm from teacher-centered to student-
centered also requires a challenging adaptation. Yani, Hadiati, and Yetri (2024) stated that implementing the new
curriculum requires strong support from various parties. Therefore, systematic efforts are needed to overcome these
obstacles.

Based on this description, this article aims to examine in-depth the implementation of the Independent
Curriculum and the role of teachers in strengthening the Pancasila-based student profile. This study is expected to
provide a comprehensive overview of strategies that can be implemented to improve the quality of learning.
Furthermore, this article is also expected to serve as a reference for teachers and education practitioners in
implementing the Independent Curriculum effectively. Thus, the educational goal of developing a generation with
character can be optimally achieved.

Research Methodology

This research uses a literature review method as the primary approach to data collection. This method was
chosen because it allows the author to examine various theories and research findings relevant to the topic discussed.
The literature review was conducted by collecting various reference sources, including books, scientific journals, and
official documents related to the Independent Curriculum and the Pancasila student profile. These sources were then
analyzed to gain a deeper understanding of the research topic. According to Hidayat (2019), literature review is an
effective method for producing comprehensive scientific studies. The data sources in this study consist of books
published in the last ten years and scientific journals published in the last five years. This selection of sources aims
to ensure that the data used is authentic and relevant to current educational developments. Furthermore, the author
also used official documents from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology as a reference in
understanding the concept of the Independent Curriculum. The Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and
Technology (2022) emphasizes the importance of using reliable sources in educational studies. Therefore, the
research results are expected to have a high level of validity. The data analysis technique used was qualitative
descriptive analysis. The collected data was then analyzed by reviewing, comparing, and interpreting various theories
and research findings. The analysis process was carried out systematically, resulting in a structured and in-depth
discussion. Furthermore, the author synthesized various sources to identify relationships between concepts. Thus, the
research results provide a comprehensive overview of the topic discussed.

Result & Discussion

The literature review shows that the implementation of the Independent Curriculum has a significant impact
on improving the quality of learning in schools. Student-centered learning enables students to be more active in the
learning process and develop their potential. Furthermore, the flexible learning approach allows teachers to adapt
learning methods to meet student needs. Salsabila et al. (2025) stated that the Independent Curriculum can increase
student engagement in learning. This indicates that this curriculum has significant potential to improve the quality of
education. Furthermore, the implementation of the Pancasila Student Profile Strengthening Project (P5) is an
innovation within the Independent Curriculum that provides meaningful learning experiences for students. Through
this project, students are encouraged to learn contextually and relate learning materials to everyday life. Turasmi,
Hilda, and Haryati (2024) explain that the P5 project can help students develop attitudes of independence,
cooperation, and responsibility. Thus, learning focuses not only on cognitive aspects but also on affective and
psychomotor aspects. The role of teachers in implementing the Independent Curriculum is also a crucial factor in
successful learning. Teachers are required to design innovative learning and integrate character values into every
learning activity. Purnawanto (2023) states that teachers play a strategic role in shaping students' character through
the learning process. Therefore, teacher competence is a key factor in the successful implementation of the
curriculum. However, there are several obstacles faced in implementing the Independent Curriculum, such as limited
teacher understanding and a lack of supporting facilities. Furthermore, the shift in learning paradigms also requires
time to adapt. Yani et al. (2024) emphasized that support from various parties is essential to overcome these obstacles.
With adequate support, curriculum implementation can proceed optimally. The implementation of the Independent
Curriculum is a strategic step in improving the quality of education in Indonesia, particularly in strengthening student
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character. This curriculum gives teachers the freedom to develop learning tailored to their students' needs. Istiqomah
and Haryanto (2023) state that the Independent Curriculum provides space for students to learn more independently
and flexibly. This allows them to optimally develop their potential. The role of teachers in this context is crucial
because they are the spearhead of learning. Teachers must be able to create a conducive learning environment and
encourage students to actively participate in the learning process. Furthermore, teachers must be role models in
implementing character values in everyday life. Mulyasa (2021) emphasized that teachers play a role as agents of
change in education. Therefore, improving teacher competency is crucial.

Strengthening the Pancasila student profile can be achieved through various innovative learning strategies.
One effective strategy is project-based learning, which allows students to learn directly through experience.
Nurhidayanti et al. (2024) stated that project-based learning can increase student engagement and strengthen
character values. Furthermore, reflection activities can also help students understand the values they have learned. In
addition to learning strategies, support from various parties is also essential for the implementation of the Independent
Curriculum. The government needs to provide training and mentoring for teachers to ensure they understand the
curriculum concepts. Schools also need to provide adequate facilities and infrastructure to support the learning
process. Without such support, curriculum implementation will not run optimally. Therefore, collaboration between
various parties is key to success in education.

Conclusion

The implementation of the Independent Curriculum (Curriculum Merdeka) is a strategic effort to improve the
quality of education in Indonesia, particularly in strengthening the Pancasila-based student profile. This curriculum
provides flexibility in learning and emphasizes character development. Through a student-centered learning
approach, character values can be instilled more effectively and meaningfully in everyday life. The role of teachers
in implementing the Independent Curriculum is crucial because they are the primary factor in successful learning.
Teachers serve not only as transmitters of material but also as facilitators and role models for students. Therefore,
teachers must possess adequate competencies in designing and implementing innovative learning that is oriented
toward character building. Furthermore, the successful implementation of the Independent Curriculum also requires
support from various parties, including the government, schools, and the community. With effective collaboration, it
is hoped that the educational goal of developing a generation with character, independence, and noble morals can be
optimally achieved.
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