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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the implementation of civic education in strengthening the attitude of defending the
country in elementary school students who are currently facing challenges in the form of a declining sense of
nationalism, lack of concern for the social environment, and the negative influence of the development of digital
technology. The method used in this research is a literature study with a qualitative approach through the review
of various literature relevant to civic education and student character development. The results of the study indicate
that the effective implementation of civic education through contextual, interactive, and values-based learning can
foster a love of the homeland, discipline, responsibility, and awareness of nation and state in elementary school
students. Furthermore, the integration of national defense values into learning and school activities also has a
positive impact on the overall development of students' character. However, the success of this implementation is
greatly influenced by teacher competence, the learning methods used, and support from the family and community
environment. Therefore, ongoing efforts are needed to optimize civic education as a strategic means of
strengthening the attitude of defending the country from an early age.
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Introduction

Education is one of the main pillars in building superior and competitive human resources. In the context of
national and state life, education not only functions as a means of transferring knowledge, but also as a medium for
character formation. One of the subjects that has a strategic role in forming the character of the younger generation
is Citizenship Education (PKn). Civics is designed to instill the values of nationality, democracy, human rights, and
responsibility as a good citizen. Therefore, the existence of PKn is very important in facing the increasingly complex
challenges of globalization. In today's modern era, the younger generation is faced with various problems related to
moral and character degradation. Phenomena such as increasing intolerant behavior, low nationalism, the rampant
spread of hoaxes on social media, and declining ethics in communication are clear evidence that the character of the
younger generation is facing serious challenges (Sari, 2021). This condition is exacerbated by the development of
digital technology that provides unlimited access to information, but is not balanced with adequate digital literacy
skills and understanding of civic values. Civics Education has an important role in answering these problems.
Through civics learning, students are expected to be able to understand their rights and obligations as citizens, respect
diversity, and uphold the values of Pancasila in their daily lives. In addition, Civics also functions as a means to form
critical, participatory, and responsible attitudes in social, national, and state life (Wibowo & Prasetyo, 2022). Thus,
PKn is not only oriented towards cognitive aspects, but also includes affective and psychomotor aspects. However,
the implementation of Civic Education in Indonesia still faces various obstacles. One of the main problems is the
learning approach, which remains conventional and teacher-centered. The dominant lecture method results in
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students being less active in the learning process, resulting in the values taught not being fully internalized
(Rahmawati, 2020). Furthermore, civics material is often considered boring because it is too theoretical and lacks
relevance to students' real lives. Another problem is the lack of integration between character education and everyday
life practices. Many students understand the concepts of citizenship theoretically, but are unable to apply them in real
life. This indicates a gap between knowing and doing. If this situation continues, the national education goal of
developing individuals with character and noble morals will be difficult to achieve. To overcome these various
problems, innovation is needed in Citizenship Education learning. One solution that can be implemented is to
implement an active, creative, and contextual learning approach. For example, the use of discussion methods, case
studies, role-playing, and project-based learning can encourage students to think critically and participate actively in
learning (Putri & Nugroho, 2023). With this approach, students not only understand the concept, but are also able to
relate it to real situations in everyday life.

Furthermore, integrating digital technology into civics learning is a relevant solution in the digital age.
Teachers can utilize social media, instructional videos, and other digital platforms to deliver material in an engaging
and interactive manner. This use of technology not only increases students' interest in learning but also helps them
develop responsible digital literacy (Hidayat, 2021). In this way, students can be wiser in using technology and are
able to filter correct and useful information. The role of the family and community environment is also no less
important in shaping the character of the younger generation. Character education is not solely the responsibility of
schools; it also requires support from parents and the community. Synergy between schools, families, and the
community will create a conducive environment for the development of strong and positive character. Therefore,
strong cooperation between various parties is essential to support the implementation of civics education.
Furthermore, instilling the values of Pancasila, the foundation of the state, must be a primary focus in civics
education. Values such as mutual cooperation, tolerance, justice, and unity need to be instilled from an early age to
become part of the younger generation's character. By developing strong character, the younger generation is
expected to be able to face various global challenges without losing their Indonesian identity. Based on this
description, it can be concluded that Civics Education plays a crucial role in building the character of the younger
generation. However, achieving this goal requires systematic and sustained efforts through learning innovation, the
use of technology, and collaboration between various parties. This way, Indonesia's young generation can grow into
individuals who are not only intellectually intelligent but also possess strong character, integrity, and responsible
citizens.

Research Methodology

This research uses a qualitative approach with a library research method. The literature study method was
chosen because this research aims to examine in depth the concepts, theories, and results of previous research
regarding the influence of civic education in building the character of the younger generation. Literature study enables
researchers to gain a comprehensive understanding through analysis of various relevant written sources, such as
books, scientific journals, articles, and official documents related to the research topic. The data sources in this study
consist of secondary data obtained from various published literature. The data includes the results of previous
research, theories of citizenship education, concepts of character education, and relevant educational policies. The
literature used in this study focuses on sources published between 2020 and later, to ensure the freshness and
relevance of the data to current conditions. In addition, the selected sources also come from accredited scientific
journals and reference books that have high credibility. Data collection techniques were conducted through a
documentation process, namely by identifying , collecting, and reviewing various literature related to the research.
Researchers searched for data sources through online journal databases, such as Google Scholar and national journal
portals, using keywords such as “civic education,” “young generation character,” and “character education.” After
the data is collected, the next step is to analyze it using content analysis techniques. This analysis is conducted by
grouping the obtained information based on specific themes, such as the role of civics education, factors influencing
character formation, and effective learning strategies. The classified data is then critically analyzed to identify
patterns, relationships, and conclusions relevant to the research objectives. To ensure data validity, this study
employed source triangulation, comparing multiple references on similar topics. This method ensured the accuracy
and consistency of the information used. Furthermore, the study was conducted systematically and objectively to
ensure scientifically sound results. Through this literature study method, it is hoped that the research can provide a
clear picture of the influence of civic education in building the character of the younger generation. In addition, the
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results of this study are also expected to serve as a reference for the development of educational policies and learning
innovations that are more effective in shaping the character of students in the modern era.

Result & Discussion

Based on the results of the literature review that has been conducted, it was found that civic education has a
significant influence in building the character of the younger generation. This can be seen from various studies which
show that learning Civic Education (PKn) is able to increase students' awareness of national values, social
responsibility, and attitudes of tolerance in everyday life. Civic education not only provides an understanding of the
concept of statehood, but also instills moral and ethical values that form the basis for character formation. The study
results show that students who receive effective civics learning tend to have a higher level of discipline, sense of
responsibility, and social awareness compared to students who do not receive optimal learning (Wibowo & Prasetyo,
2022). In addition, civics learning also contributes to improving students' critical thinking skills, especially in dealing
with social and political issues that develop in society. However, the research results also revealed various obstacles
in the implementation of citizenship education. One of the main obstacles is that the learning method is still
conventional and does not involve active student participation. Many teachers still use the lecture method, so students
tend to be passive and do not understand the values taught in depth (Rahmawati, 2020). As a result, civics learning
is often considered boring and less interesting. In addition, there is a gap between theoretical understanding and
practice in real life. Although students understand civics concepts, they are not yet fully able to apply them in their
daily lives. This indicates that the internalization of character values has not been optimal. On the other hand , the
use of digital technology in civics learning has been shown to have a positive impact. The use of digital-based
learning media can increase student interest in learning and facilitate understanding of the material (Hidayat, 2021).
In addition, innovative learning approaches such as group discussions, case studies, and project-based learning have
also proven effective in increasing student engagement in the learning process (Putri & Nugroho, 2023). Thus, it can
be concluded that civic education has an important role in building the character of the younger generation, but its
effectiveness is highly dependent on the learning methods used and support from the surrounding environment.

The implementation of civics education plays a crucial role in strengthening national defense, particularly in
elementary school students, the nation's future generation. At this age , students are in a phase of character
development that will significantly determine their future personalities. Therefore, civics education must serve as the
primary foundation for instilling national values, patriotism, and a sense of national identity from an early age.
Conceptually, citizenship education is not only oriented towards the knowledge aspect, but also towards the
formation of attitudes and behavior. Students should not only understand the concept of national defense
theoretically, but should also be able to implement it in their daily lives, such as respecting differences, maintaining
unity, and behaving in a disciplined manner. This shows that civic education has broad dimensions, covering
cognitive, affective, and psychomotor aspects (Santoso & Lestari, 2021). However, in practice, the implementation
of citizenship education in elementary schools still faces various challenges. One of the main challenges is the
learning approach, which still tends to be conventional and teacher-centered. The dominant lecture method makes
students less active and engaged in the learning process. As a result, the values that should be instilled are less
effective in shaping students' character (Utami, 2020). To address these issues, innovation in the learning process is
needed. One approach that can be implemented is experiential learning, where students are encouraged to learn
through real-life activities. For example, mutual cooperation activities, flag ceremonies, or community life
simulations can be effective ways to instill a sense of national defense. Through direct experience, students will more
easily understand and internalize the values taught.

Furthermore, the use of interactive learning methods such as group discussions, educational games, and role-
playing can also increase student engagement. These methods provide opportunities for students to actively
participate, express their opinions, and learn to respect the views of others. Thus, students become not only objects
of learning but also active subjects in the character-building process (Pratama & Hidayani, 2022). The development
of digital technology is also a crucial factor that cannot be ignored in the implementation of civics education. While
technology provides easy access to vast amounts of information, it can also have negative impacts if not used wisely.
Therefore, civics education must equip students with digital literacy skills and critical thinking skills regarding the
information they receive. Teachers can utilize digital media such as instructional videos, animations, and educational
platforms to deliver material in a more engaging and understandable way (Kurniawan, 2021). Apart from learning
factors at school, the family and community environment also have a very important role in strengthening students'
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attitude of defending the country. The values taught in schools need to be supported by the surrounding environment
so that they can be applied consistently. For example, parents can model discipline, responsibility, and patriotism in
their daily lives. Synergy between school, family, and community will make character building more effective and
sustainable. Furthermore, integrating national defense values into various school activities is also an effective
strategy. Activities such as flag ceremonies, national day commemorations, and extracurricular activities can be used
to instill a sense of nationalism and pride in the nation. These activities are seen as part of the character education
process. However, the success of civics education implementation is greatly influenced by teacher competence.
Teachers play a role as both facilitators and role models for students. Therefore, teachers must have a sound
understanding of civic values and be able to present learning in an engaging and relevant way to students' needs. In
addition, teachers must also be able to create a conducive learning environment and support the development of
students' character. Thus, it can be concluded that the implementation of civic education in strengthening the attitude
of defending the country in elementary school students requires a holistic and sustainable approach. Not only through
classroom learning, but also through real activities, use of technology, and support from the family and community
environment. With the right strategy, civic education can be an effective means of shaping a young generation with
strong character, love for their country, and readiness to contribute to the nation and state.

Conclusion

Based on the results and discussion outlined above, it can be concluded that civics education plays a crucial
role in building the character of the younger generation. Civics education serves not only as a means of transferring
knowledge about the concept of statehood, but also as a strategic medium for instilling moral values, ethics, and a
sense of national identity. Through effective learning, students are expected to develop discipline, responsibility,
tolerance, and social awareness in their daily lives. However, the implementation of civics education still faces
various obstacles, such as a lack of innovative learning methods, low student participation, and a gap between
theoretical understanding and real-life application. This situation indicates that the process of internalizing character
values has not been optimal. Therefore, continuous improvement efforts are needed in the learning process, including
methods, media, and approaches used. The use of active, creative, and contextual learning methods has been proven
to increase the effectiveness of civic education in shaping the character of the younger generation. Furthermore, the
use of digital technology is also a crucial factor in increasing students' interest in learning and digital literacy skills.
Furthermore , support from family and community is also essential to ensure the values taught in school can be
consistently applied in daily life. Thus, the success of civics education in building the character of the younger
generation requires synergy between various parties, including schools, families, and the community. Through
integrated and sustainable efforts, it is hoped that Indonesia's young generation will grow into individuals who are
not only intellectually intelligent but also possess strong character, integrity, and are able to play an active role in
national and state life.
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