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Abstract 

Cultural and civic literacy is an important aspect of education in elementary schools. Aims to analyze different 

approaches in developing cultural and civic literacy in elementary schools. The cultural and primary literacy 

levels of this research. Various literature studies show that students have difficulty understanding cultural values 

and the concept of citizenship. Lack of exposure to local wisdom, limited integration of local wisdom in the 

curriculum, and focus on academic achievement are the main challenges. This research uses a qualitative 

descriptive approach by analyzing data from field observations, interviews with teachers and students, as well as 

documentation studies explaining the importance of learning and applying it in the learning process. This 

research is qualitative with a literature study approach, using books and literature as the main sources. This 

research is expected to contribute to increasing cultural and civic literacy, forming a young generation who 

understands culture, citizenship and the values that underlie national and state life. 
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Introduction 

In this era of globalization, the level of cultural and civic literacy among elementary school students can be 

categorized as low. This highlights fundamental problems that require serious attention in educational 

development. Field data and observations show that many students face difficulties in understanding and 

appreciating cultural values and the concept of citizenship. Often, students do not have enough exposure to local 

wisdom or their cultural heritage. This is caused by the lack of integration of learning materials related to local 

wisdom in the elementary school curriculum. As a result, students may miss opportunities to develop a deep 

understanding of their own cultural identity. Education systems often focus on academic achievement in core 

subjects such as mathematics and languages. In fact, cultural literacy has urgency in education because it involves a 

deep understanding of cultural aspects such as language, customs, values, norms, food, art, and daily life practices 

inherited by certain human groups ( Safitri & Ramadhan, 2022). In reality, what is happening in school literacy 

culture in Indonesia is still worrying. Quoted from the National Literacy Movement guidebook, according to the 

language development and development agency (BPPB, 2016, p.vii) the results of the progress in international 

literacy study (PIRLS, 1997) survey regarding the literacy culture of elementary school students in 45 countries, 

places Indonesia at the top ranked 41st and 45th participating country. This is also reinforced by the program 

survey for international students assessment (PISA, 2000) which states that Indonesia is ranked 64th out of 65 

participating countries in a survey on literacy culture in ASEAN countries, Indonesia's ranking is even below 

Vietnam, a country that is much younger than Vietnam. Indonesia. The two survey results above are enough to 

provide an illustration of the low literacy culture of school children in Indonesia, especially the lack of cultural and 

civic literacy. The Indonesian nation is trying to instill cultural and civic literacy, so that elementary school 

children can understand diversity and responsibility as citizens. This effort is based on the design of school literacy 

activities designed by the Ministry of Education and Culture in 2015 (KEMENDIKBUD, 2015). Then the 2015 

world economic forum (in Nudiati & Sudiapermana, 2020, p.36-37) determined literacy skills to be six basic 
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literacies. One of the six basic literacies established is cultural and civic literacy. Suyono (2011) states that 

"Literacy is the basis for developing effective and productive learning, enabling students to be skilled in searching 

for and processing information that is really needed in a science-based life" (Rahmawati, Hadi, & Zidni, 2021, p. 

195). According to Hardiansyah, ddk (2017) that "Cultural literacy is the ability to understand and behave towards 

Indonesian culture as a national identity. Meanwhile, civic literacy is the ability to understand the rights and 

obligations as a citizen" (p.3). Cultural and civic literacy is the ability of individuals and society to behave towards 

their social environment as part of a culture and nation. To achieve this goal, every elementary school is expected 

to have implemented cultural and civic literacy embedded in the world of education. Based on several research 

results, it can be said that cultural and civic literacy in each school is definitely different. Not all students and 

schools are able to implement this well, so it still requires attention and supervision. It's just that in previous 

research there was no specific study regarding cultural and civic literacy in elementary schools, so this research 

focused on this study with the aim of finding out cultural and civic literacy in elementary schools. By better 

understanding the development of cultural and civic literacy in elementary schools, we can contribute to forming a 

young generation who has a strong understanding of culture, citizenship and the values that underlie national and 

state life. 

 

Research Methodology 

This research focuses on the approaches used by each school in developing cultural and civic literacy. The 

research subjects also involved teachers and students from these schools, with the aim of analyzing learning 

practices and developing cultural and civic literacy carried out at the elementary school level. In this research, field 

observations can be used to directly observe learning activities related to cultural literacy and citizenship in 

elementary schools that are the subject of research. Interviews with teachers and students can provide insight into 

their perspectives regarding the approaches used and perceived benefits of cultural and civic literacy programs. 

Commentary studies can complement data by collecting information from school policies, previously implemented 

programs, and written materials related to cultural literacy and citizenship. In analyzing the data collected, 

researchers will look for patterns, findings and emerging themes related to the approach used by each school. This 

will help in building a more complete picture of existing practices and how cultural and civic literacy is being 

developed in each school. 

 

Result & Discussion 

Cultural Literacy and Citizenship 

1. Habituation 

Every Monday morning from 07:15 to 07:45 before teaching and learning activities begin, all students and 

teachers perform a flag ceremony. During the ceremony, they also sang Indonesia Raya songs and national 

songs, and were introduced to the culture in Riau and the culture in Indonesia. This cultural introduction is 

usually carried out in Riau Malay Culture and arts and culture subjects, using books about culture in 

schools. 

2. Development 

This school organizes dance extracurriculars for students. Usually, this dance performance is performed at 

school farewell events. This activity aims to enable students to see the dance process directly and arouse 

curiosity and interest from other students. The goal is so that the dance field can develop further and this 

culture does not become extinct. Teachers also always remind us of the importance of following school 

regulations in order to become exemplary students who become good citizens. 

3. Learning 

In the learning stage, this school strengthens culture through Riau Malay Culture and Arts and Culture 

subjects. 

Things to do 

1. Time: Usually held on Monday mornings at 07:15 – 07:45, namely flag ceremony activities and subjects on 

Riau Malay culture, arts and culture, and PKN. 

2. Activities: Every Monday morning, students sing the Indonesia Raya song and national songs during the 

flag ceremony. Apart from that, there is an introduction to the traditions and characteristics of cultures in 

Indonesia through books and an understanding of being a good citizen. 

3. Description: This activity aims to enable students to remember national songs and cultures in Indonesia. 
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Preserving local wisdom through transformation in the education process is very necessary because local 

wisdom contains eternal good values and is important for preparing the nation's next generation today. Local 

wisdom is also defined as knowledge of local culture, local skills, local intelligence, local cultural potential, local 

community social processes, community norm values and also customs and traditions (Daniah, 2016). In this case, 

the local wisdom environment can also be divided into eight, namely: (1) standards developed locally, such as 

"Javanese behavior", taboos and obligations; (2) community and traditional rituals and average values; (3) folk 

tales, legends and ordinary folk tales contain several lessons or messages that are recognized by the local 

community; (4) information, data and knowledge collected in senior communities, indigenous seniors, spiritual 

leaders; (5) society's plan or book of truth; (6) local community facilities; (7) materials used for needs; and (8) 

environmental resources (Iswatiningsih, 2019). So that local wisdom can be oriented towards cultural literacy skills 

which are defined as a social process which includes dialogical practices based on learning and acquiring 

knowledge through dialogical practices based on learning and acquiring knowledge through empathetic, tolerant 

and inclusive interactions with local culture. (Lahdesmaki et al., 2022). Based on the results of observations by 

making observations both during the learning process and outside the learning process, as well as by conducting 

interviews, there are several literacy activities carried out, the first is related to the literacy movement carried out, 

including: 

1. Read a story/enrichment book for 15 minutes before class starts. The reading activities carried out are 

reading books aloud and reading books silently which can be done in the classroom or outside the 

classroom. 

2. Enrich reading collections to support 15 minute reading activities. 

3. Improve literacy skills in all subjects by using enrichment books and reading strategies in all subjects. 

4. Functioning the school's physical environment through the use of school facilities and infrastructure, 

including the corner library in the classroom. 

Barriers to Implementing Literacy Activities 

Implementing good literacy activities is literacy activities that are carried out continuously, meaning that they 

are carried out continuously, so that they form a literacy culture and will have a direct impact on participants' 

interest and interest in literacy activities. There are several things that can be used as notes and material for 

reflection, so that the implementation of this literacy activity can run continuously, so that this literacy activity can 

become a cultural activity. Firstly, in book collections, many of the available books still need to be added and 

updated, because the books in the school library and reading corners in the classroom are still lacking and not 

varied, and are dominated by old books. So it is important to pay attention so that the available books can attract 

students' interest in reading. Second, the implementation of the 15 minute storybook/enrichment activity is still less 

effective and needs improvement in implementation management. In one week it is not certain that this book 

reading activity will be carried out, this happens because there are several factors, firstly, the amount of time 

available is insufficient because teachers and students also have to complete the learning material topics. Activities 

carried out under these conditions are very difficult to form a literacy culture. Literacy culture means the process of 

literacy activities carried out continuously and has become a habit, so that the literacy activities carried out have a 

direct impact on the literacy abilities of students. 

 

Solutions for Implementing Literacy Activities 

The solution for implementing this literacy activity is to improve students' literacy skills and as educators have 

an obligation and responsibility to foster students' interest in reading. If students are not directed and guided and do 

not like to read, students will lack knowledge, narrow insight, trigger ignorance, lack of self-confidence and so on. 

Students' literacy skills are not only able to read but also write and reason. So that this literacy culture is sustainable 

in implementing literacy activities, there are several ways to increase students' interest in reading, namely: 

1. Read regularly, so that students' abilities can improve with special reading programs every day, such as 

reading before learning begins. 

2. Reading fairy tales, reading fairy tales before learning begins can make students like reading and listening 

to stories. Students are interested in reading themselves. 

3. Class library, books that are easily accessible increase interest in reading. With the presence of a mini 

library in the classroom, students get used to being surrounded by books and increase students' curiosity. 

4. Book reading awards, giving awards to students who diligently read books, is a way to increase students' 

interest in reading. For example, for students who have read 2 books a week, getting a free stationery 

coupon from the school cooperative will motivate students to read. 
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5. Discussions about story books that have been read, discussing books that have been read can foster 

students' interest in reading. Students become interested in knowing the contents of the story. The 

excitement of discussing a book that has been read together will make students love reading and this is 

done every weekend. 

Conclusion 

The teacher's understanding as an educator about the basic concepts of literacy is very important. This basic 

concept is the reference for teachers in mobilizing and carrying out literacy activities in schools. Carrying out 

literacy activities in an effort to help students develop all their abilities and competencies, as well as instill a culture 

of literacy in students. In carrying out literacy, use and function school facilities such as library buildings and 

books so that students can explore new knowledge and knowledge. Apart from that, teachers also use reading 

corners in the classroom as a means of bringing students closer to books. The implementation of literacy in 

elementary schools, especially in schools, is currently also experiencing problems, namely the limited number of 

books provided, plus the books available are old books, so this has a direct impact on students' lack of interest and 

the implementation of literacy programs still cannot be implemented properly. maximum so that it also has an 

impact on the literacy culture of participants in elementary schools. 

 

Refrences 

Dwi Arum Sari, Supriyadi, (2021), Strengthening Cultural Literacy and School-Based Citizenship in Junior High 

Schools, Citizenship Journal, 4(1), 13-17. 

Fahrianur, Ria Monica, Kristia Wawan, Misnawati, Alifiah Nurachmana, Syarah Veniaty, Ibnu Yustiya Ramadhan, 

(2023), Implementation of Literacy in Elementary Schools, Journal of Student Research (JSR), 1(1), 102-113. 

https://repositori.kemdikbud.go.id/11638/1/cover-materi-pendukung-literasi-kultur-dan-kewargaan-mergam.pdf 

Machful Indra Kurniawan, (2023), Cultural Literacy and Citizenship Abilities of PGSD Students at 

Muhammadiyah University of Sidoarjo in the 21st Century, Journal of Elementary School Thought and 

Development, 11(2), 228-237. 

Muhammad Iqroq Kabari, Reka Miftahul Hayati, Sri Wahyu Ningsih, Zidan Dika Dafara, Febrina Dafit, (2023), 

Development of Cultural Literacy and Citizenship in Elementary Schools: Case Study in Pekanbaru, Journal 

of Education and Language Stars, 1(2), 73- 82. 

Raisa Ayu Luthfia, Dinie Anggraeni Dewi, Rizky Saeful Hayat, (2024), The Urgency of Local Wisdom-Based 

Projects in Increasing Cultural Literacy and Citizenship of Elementary School Students, Tambusai Education 

Journal, 8(1), 1419-1426. 

Renita Br Seragih, Vina Merina Br Sianipar, Eka putri saptari wulan, Pontas J sitorus, Sarah evelyn Samosir, 

Nurhayati Theresia Sagala, David Guth, Dusan Jina, Martin Madera, Matous Havrlik, Jam Tamasov, Lenka 

Krivankova, David Mrazek, (2022) , Introduction to Indonesian Cultural Literacy with Czech Republic 

Students at HKBP Sidorame Private Elementary School 1, Journal of Community Service, 5(7), 2628-2633. 

Sinwani, Dessy Setyowati, Yunita Afryaningsih, (2023), Analysis of the Content of Cultural Literacy and 

Citizenship in Student Books for Theme 1 Class IV Elementary School, Journal of Educational Innovation, 

1(2), 20-31. 

Stepanus Roby, Asmayani Salimi, Rio Pranata, (2023), Description of the Application of Cultural Literacy and 

Citizenship in Civics Learning in Class III Negeri 12 Pontianak City, Journal on Education, 6(1), 8252-8260. 

Winda Setiawati, Puji Lestari, (2023), Cultural Literacy and Citizenship in Strengthening Nationalist Values 

Through Social Sciences Learning, Journal. unnes. air conditioning. id, 5(1), 2685-4929. 

Zikri Darmawan, Kania Wisna Sashikirana, Naomi Kristina Pangaribuan, Ari Hasriansyah, Febrina Dafit, (2023), 

Cultural Literacy and Citizenship in the Main Human Integrated Islamic Elementary School, Multidisciplinary 

Journal of Science, 2(2), 314-319. 

 


